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Gene’s MusINGS 

Hello Gulfwingers! 

 

There hasn’t been a lot of activity this month for Chapter G. Our ride 
leaders have pretty much disappeared. Of course, with the weather 
the way it is not many of our stalwart riders would want to come and 
play anyhow. I mean, at 101° ------, you figure it out . 

 

We had our Ice Crème Social at Jerry & Darlene Worley’s home again 
this year and had a wonderful turnout of 28 members. A GREAT BIG 
THANK YOU to the Worley’s!! They did a great job once again. 

 

 Marshall LeGard and Linda Johnston took a week’s vacation to visit 
Tennessee. They originally intended to take the bike but wound up  
taking the cage. By Marshall’s account it was a good trip. 

 
As most of you know, Jerry Worley & I lost our chapter vests. Well, 
they turned up at the hotel in Killeen. We rode up to get them and boy 
was it a good feeling to have them back. The strange part, we had 
both called the hotel and were told they didn’t have the vests. Barb 
called the hotel and they said they had them and was wondering why 
no one had called. Go figure. We are now armed & ready for the vest 
drawing. How about you?? 

 

May God Bless America & Keep the rubber side down, 
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· Next chapter meeting: Thursday,  September 
23, 2010 at 7:30 PM at Valley Ranch BBQ 

· Chapter G Ride Line: 
281-469-8804  

· Find Chapter G on the Web:  
www.gulfwings.com 

· Texas District Website:  www.gwrra-tx.org 

· Region H Website:  www.gwrra-h.org 

· GWRRA Website:   www.gwrra.org 

Chapter G 
Safe Miles  

as of  
August 15, 2010 

 35,149 miles 
ACCIDENT 

FREE! 

Chapter Ride  
Departure Location 

GWRRA Gulf Wings Chapter “G” Newsletter 
is published by Chapter “G” Members. 

Disclaimer:  Articles, website addresses, maps, and  
cartoons express the opinions of the authors and 
do not  necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
Chapter Staff members or the membership.  Chap-
ter “G” (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-
racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-
dresses or cartoons submitted.  Chapter “G” as-
sumes no responsibility for the advertising content  
within this publication.  All warranties and repre-
sentations made in articles, websites and advertis-
ing content are solely that of the advertiser and a ny 
claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the author, webmaster, or advertiser.  The  
Chapter assumes no liability with regard to its 
advertisers including errors of information, typo-
graphical errors, errors of omission, misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication ex -
cept for the actual cost  of such advertising or a 
correction/retraction.  Under no circumstances  
shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, loss of business or ser-
vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise 
stated above. 

Your Chapter G Officers & Team Members 
Officers:  
 
Chapter Director: 
Gene & Barb Mings 
281-259-4438 
email: mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 
GWRRA # `171121 & 171121-01 
 
 
Assistant Director: 
Tom & Carolyn Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
GWRRA # 170081 & 170081-01 
 
 
Chapter Educators: 
Rick & Terry Fritz 
281-256-1801 
email: peppersnasco@sbcglobal.net  
GWRRA # 307833 & 307833-1 

Team Members:  
 
Ride Coordinator: 
Tom Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Jerry & Darlene Worley 
281-516-1944 
email:  worleybird@live.com 
GWRRA # 289772 & 289772-01 
 
Email Coordinator: 
Tom Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
 
Membership Enhancement: 
Anne & Larry Seal 
281-890-8771 
email: sealwithteal@yahoo.com 
GWRRA # 246032 & 246032-01 

Team Members:  
 
Couple of the Year: 
Marshall LeGard & Linda Johnston 
281-550-5338 
mlegard@swbell.net 
GWRRA # 104498 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Kathy & Brian Norwood 
281-855-7285 
email: tarheelintexas@comcast.net 
GWRRA # 274300 & 274300-01 
 
 
Webmaster:   
Sam Belinoski 
281-469-5755 
sam@samanita.com 
GWRRA # 131632 
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BIG DATES 
as of 8-19-2010  

Event Name  Location  Dates Contact  Phone  E-Mail  

Dinner Ride Luby’s 8/28 Marshall LeGard 713-248-6178 mlegard@swbell.net 

Garrison Visit tbd Sept 17-19 Tom Rumney 713-865-6831 trumney@tc-con.com 

TX Honor Ride Conroe Sept 25 Don Roberts 713-501-8927 droberts@setfit.com 

The Editor’s Corner  

by Kathy Norwood 
 

Greetings my fellow riders and co-riders!  According to the school calendar, summer is over, but you sure 
couldn’t tell it by the temperature. Seems everywhere you turn, temperatures this year are unusually hot! But 
hopefully, with school back in session, it is an indicator that cooler temperatures will soon be upon us! (I’m not 
holding my breath!) So, I am assuming that means more of us will be back on the roads more often; therefore, 
this month I am going to share with you some Motorcycle Wisdom that has been shared with me by Darlene 
Worley and Barbara Mings.  

Motorcycle  WISDOM 
 

Four wheels move the body. Two wheels move the soul. 

Most motorcycle problems are caused by the nut that connects the handlebars to the saddle. 

Life may begin at 30, but it doesn't get real interesting until about 60 mph! 

If you wait, all that happens is that you get older. 

Midnight bugs taste just as bad as Noon time bugs. 

Saddlebags can never hold everything you want, but they CAN hold everything you need. 

The only good view of a thunderstorm is in your rear view mirror. 

Never be afraid to slow down. 

Don't ride so late into the night that you sleep th rough the sunrise.  

Sometimes it takes a whole tankful of fuel before y ou can think straight.  

Riding faster than everyone else only guarantees you'll ride alone. 

If you don't ride in the rain, you don't ride. 

A bike on the road is worth two in the shed. 

Respect the person who has seen the dark side of motorcycling and lived. 

Sometimes the fastest way to get there is to stop for the night. 

Always back your bike into the curb, and sit where you can see it. 

Whatever it is, it's better in the wind. 

When you look down the road, it seems to never end but you better believe, It does! 

      (cont’d on page 10) 
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Please note:  Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time.  During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if 
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day.   Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you’d like to eat). 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

 

5 6 7 8 9 
Team Member 

Meeting 

10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 
 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 

Chapter 
Meeting  

24 25 

26 
 
        

27 28 29 30 
 

  

 
September 2010 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Brian Norwood                     9/2 

Doran Jones                        9/3 

Tom Rumney                       9/7 

Sam Belinoski                      9/9 

Georgia Monk                    9/14    

Delbert Walton                   9/14 

Mike Pate                          9/15 

Dawn Strickland                9/16 

Michael Rodgers               9/17 

Brenda Dwyer                    9/19 

Karen Nelson                     9/19 

Lou Rucker                        9/26 

Brian Canepa                    9/30 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Frank & Judy Caramanica 9/11 

Larry & Anne Seal             9/21 

Ted & Lynda Kelley           9/22 

Ray & Lynda Hoot             9/29 
 

RIDES 
 

EVENTS 
Texas Honor Ride           9/25 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

Kim Walton                        10/4 

Terry Toye                         10/5 

Carolyn Swenson              10/7 

Bill Isaacks                       10/11 

Glenn Brouwer                 10/13 

Jerry Worley                    10/19 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

The Doyles                        10/1 

Rusty & Georgia Monk    10/16 

Tom & Carolyn Rumney  10/16 

Dennis & Terry Beavers  10/17 

Brian & Diane Canepa    10/21 

Brian & Kathy Norwood   10/21 

James & Dawn Strickland 10/21   

    

RIDES 
 

 

EVENTS 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Team Members 

Mtg 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 
Chapter 
Meeting 

29 30 

Please note:  Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time.  During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if 
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day.   Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you’d like to eat). 

 October 2010 
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MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 
by Anne & Larry Seal  

GWRRA No. 246032 & 246032-1 

 

 “Get Well Wishes” are extended to  …… 

  

Mom Kelley (Leg Injury)  Marshall LeGard (Cold/Flu)  

         Carolyn Rumney (Cold/Flu)   Anne Strong (S urgery)    

 

(And to anyone we may have missed…. we wish you a spe edy recovery as well!) 

      

 “Our Congratulations” goes out to  …… 

 

Butch Blackmon for winning the 50/50 drawing  

 

“Our Deepest Sympathy” goes out to  …. 
 

Kathy & Brian Norwood, Kathy’s Uncle recently passe d away. 

 

“Special Thanks” to  …… 
 

Darlene and Jerry Worley for hosting a delicious an d fun Ice Cream Social!   
The hamburgers were great and all the various flavo rs of ice creams and toppings 
were fantastic, not to mention the baked goods ~ wh ich were delicious as well. It 

was definitely a few hours in “Sweet Tooth Heaven” ……..   Our thanks to all!! 

 
“People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget 

how you made them feel." 
 

 

** Always Remember:   Every participant in Chapter G is important to us.  Please let us know if you 
have any suggestions or “news”.  Just e-mail or pho ne any of the Officers or Staff.  You will find 
the contact information in our roster, on our websi te http://gulfwings.com  or in our newsletters.  
It’s your Chapter and we welcome your input. 
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All 48 
by Tom & Carolyn Rumney 

 

Some of you may remember that in 2007 Carolyn & I along with Ted & “Mom” Kelley traveled though 
all the states west of Texas.  Last Fall, Carolyn and I took a trip back to New England and traveled 
through every state east of Texas.   As of October 2009, there were only 9 states remaining in the 
lower 48 that she & I and our trusty “old” 1500 had not traveled through. 
 

We set out on June 19th of this year and headed to the Memorial at Oklahoma City.  They’ve made a 
pleasant memorial to such a tragic event.  From there, we headed up North for overnights in Dodge 
City, KS. and North Platte, NE.  By the fourth day we were in Rapid City, SD for a quick oil change.  
Much of the fifth day was dedicated to playing tourist at Crazy Horse, Mt. Rushmore, and the      
Badlands National Park before retiring in Pierre, SD.  To give you an order of size magnitude, the 
entire Rushmore sculpture would fit on Crazy Horse’s forehead.   From there we traveled up toward 
Bismarck, ND and then over to Fargo, ND.  The next day took us across Minnesota and Wisconsin 
for a night’s rest in Ironwood, MI.  Unfortunately, we listened to some Harley riders from Detroit     
telling us about this fantastic ride in the far northern reaches of the upper peninsula.  Those guys 
need to get out and see the rest of the beautiful US of A.  We essentially wasted 200 miles and 
about 5 hours on a wild goose chase. The following day was our only ride in wet weather and        
fortunately it was only a mist and a short ride to St. Ignace which is the town on the North end of the 
Mackinac Bridge.  From there we also took the short ferry ride to Mackinac Island.  The Island is not 
very big but allows no motorized vehicles.  Everything is accessed by foot, bicycle, or horse. 
 

The next day we crossed the big bridge over to the Michigan mainland and then traveled down to 
South Bend, IN and took a short ride around the Notre Dame campus. (Very elegant to say the 
least.)  The next day’s travels took us through the Chicago area and over to the Moline, IL area 
which, of course, is the home of “John Deere Green.”  The next day we had to visit the John Deere 
Pavilion and purchase obligatory John Deere memorabilia and then traveled on across Iowa to be 
near Des Moines (i.e. Wing Ding).    
 

July 1st we spent several hours at Wing Ding to buy the Tee Shirt, of course, and to procure a couple 
of other needed motorcycle type items.   While at Wing Ding, we committed to purchase a             
motorcycle camper trailer which we probably won’t actually see until September.  Leaving Des 
Moines we headed South through Missouri to Branson to spend a few nights before returning to 
Houston on July 5.  Seventeen days on the road including a couple in Branson and 4870 miles and 
we have now traveled through all of the lower 48 states.  (I can’t find those other 9).  I guess the 
most memorable part of this trip were the miles and miles of fields of corn, wheat , soybeans, and 
numerous other  agricultural products through many of the Midwestern states.   I guess that’s why 
they refer to that area as not only the “breadbasket” of the USA but quite possibly the breadbasket of 
the world. 
 

On to Alaska!!! 
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2010 GWRRA Northwest Toy Run 
by: Marshall LeGard 

 
Yes, I have been very busy with the Toy Run. It seems as if there is more to do every year to 
achieve the same goal. It’s supposed to get easier…correct?  
 

As Gene had mentioned in last month’s meeting, I would soon be giving you a run-down of activities, 
dates and committees for the 2010 GWRRA Northwest Foster Children’s Toy Run. The following  
information is a good start. 
 

I will begin with the current activities. By the October Chapter “G” meeting Oct.  28th, I will have 
picked up the printed “Table Sponsorship” tickets. Since we project we will need 35 – 40 tables at 
the Toy Run Sunday, Dec. 19th , we will be selling table sponsorships for $100.00 each to defray the 
cost of the Toy Run. This will feed ten and entertain (10 children) and be an excellent promotional 
tool for the sponsor. Checks should be made out to “BEAR” again this year. This will enable          
individuals and business to take a tax deduction since GWRRA is not a tax-deductible association 
and BEAR is a 501c3 tax-deductible organization.  As last year, we have moved up the bike judging 
to 12:00 noon , parade will leave at 12:45 p.m.  and Santa will enter the room at 1:00 p.m.  This will 
minimize the time the children will have between lunch and the arrival of Santa. 
 

The Northwest Foster Association will have the names and the list of three desired gifts from some 
165 children to me by the end of the first weekend in November. I will type the “gift” card for each 
child for distribution at the Chapter “G” monthly meeting Nov. 18th  at the Valley Ranch BBQ        
Restaurant. All members, neighboring chapters and the Blue Knights will be able to pick up the “gift” 
cards at that time. You are request to purchase “one”  of the three desired gifts describe on the card 
(approx. $40.00). Please wrap the gift, slipping the card under the ribbon (or lightly taping it to the 
ribbon around the gift)), circling  the description of the gift you purchased and returning it to the    
Valley Ranch BBQ on Saturday, Dec 11th , between 10 –11 a.m. During that time, we will verify we 
have all the gifts, circled cards and will deliver the gifts for storage until that Saturday afternoon     
before the Toy Run. We do expect some changes with the foster system (children being transferred 
in and out). We will continue to update the gift changes through the day of the Toy Run. It can get a 
little wild at the end. 
 

As you can tell, there many folks involved with the Toy Run. There is no way our Chapter could do 
this alone. Within the month of November Newsletter, there will be a list of volunteer groups and    
individuals who have stepped-up to help. Should you wish to help in a specific group, contact the 
chairperson or one of the Chapter G staff and we get you involved with that team. Just you being 
there and interacting with the children would be a tremendous help. The foster parents will need all 
the help they can get. This is a lot of fun for the children and for us too. 

 

Should you have any questions, please email me at mlegard@swbell.net     
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FIRE SALE on Old Chapter Merchandise 

Chapter G Company Store 
graciously operated by Jerry and Darlene Worley 

Caps—NOW 

$10 each 

Short Sleeved T-Shirts 
NOW $15.00  

Long Sleeved T-Shirts NOW 
$20.00  

Polo Shirts 

NOW $15.00 

10 Caps 4 XX Large 2 Small 

2 Medium 

3 X Large  

2 XX Large 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 XXLarge 

 

NEW Merchandise in Stock 

Caps & Visors 

($10 each) 

Denim Shirts— 

Ladies-Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-Ladies 

Faded 

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-Mens—
Faded 

($25.00) 

34 caps 

 

37 visors 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

 

Denim Shirts—Men 
Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 XX Large 
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Winter is Nature's way of telling you to polish. 

Keep your bike in good repair: Motorcycle boots are NOT comfortable for walking. 

People are like Motorcycles: each is customized a bit differently. 

Sometimes, the best communication happens when you're on separate bikes. 

The best alarm clock is sunshine on chrome. 

When you're riding lead, don't spit. 

Catching a yellow jacket in your shirt @ 70 mph can double your vocabulary. 

There's something ugly about a NEW bike on a trailer. 

Don't lead the pack if you don't know where you're going. 

Everyone crashes. Some get back on. Some don't. Some can't. 

Don't argue with an 18-wheeler. 

A good long ride can clear your mind, restore your faith, and use up a lot of fuel. 

If you can't get it going with bungee cords and electrician's tape, it's serious. 

 

So there you have it, all the wisdom you need.  

Until next time, be safe and enjoy the ride.  

Editor’s Corner (cont’d) 
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  Chapter G 

“Great Grub” Recipes 

Chocolate Chip Bundt Cake 
    contributed by Kim Walton 

 I box Yellow Cake Mix 

2 small boxes of instant chocolate pudding   

12 oz pkg chocolate chips 

4 eggs 

3/4 C cooking oil 

1 c water 

1 tsp vanilla 

  

Preheat oven to 325, and grease and flour Bundt Pan. Mix all ingredients and pour into your         
prepared bundt pan. Cook for 1 hour (depending on the oven may take add 10 min or so).                 
It is done when the toothpick comes out clean. 
*optional - dust with powdered sugar 

Watergate Salad 
contributed by Darlene Worley  

 

PREP  5 min. plus refrigerating   MAKES 8 servings, about 1/2 cup each. 

Ingredients   
1  cup Jet-Puffed Miniature Marshmallows 
1  pkg (3.4 oz.) Jell-O Pistachio Flavor Instant Pudding 

1  can (20 oz.) Dole Crushed Pineapple, in juice, undrained  

1/2  cup chopped Pecans 

11/2  cups thawed Cool Whip Whipped Topping 

Directions 
1   COMBINE marshmallows, dry pudding mix, pineapple and nuts in large bowl. 
2   STIR in Cool Whip.  Refrigerate 1 hour. 
3   HOW TO THAW COOL WHIP WHIPPED TOPPING: Place unopened tub in refrigerator.  An 8-oz. tub 
will be completely thawed in 4 hours.  Do not thaw in microwave. 
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OIL – A Slick Overview Part 3 
 

 
What Viscosity Should You Use 
 

Now that you've hopefully established what type of oil you are planning on using - or at least have established 
criteria for making the final decision - there is still the question of what viscosity grade to use. Many owner's 
manuals will recommend both a 10W-40 and 20W-50 for your bike. So which one do you choose, and why? 
 

For what it's worth, this is what I recommend. If you are going to stick with a petroleum oil, I highly              
recommend going with the 20W-50, especially in a V-Twin engine. In MOST cases, if you have the choice 
between a 10W-40 and 20W-50 of the same brand of oil - both designed for the same type application - the 
20W-50 will offer better engine protection. 
 

However, if the issue of lifter "bleed down/pump up" is one you'd like to avoid, the 10W-40 will generally allow 
the lifters to pump back up more quickly. This can reduce the "ticking" that you hear at engine start-up. 

WHAT VISCOSITY SHOULD YOU USE? 

If you decide to stick with a synthetic oil, then it's probably much less important which grade you use (10W-40 
or 20W-50). Both will likely provide plenty of protection for your engine - even a V-Twin engine. You'll still see 
your lifters pump back up much more quickly with a 10W-40 than a 20W-50. 
 

As far as temperatures go, once you get into a good quality synthetic, high temperature issues are much less 
important when selecting a viscosity grade. They actually become more important when selecting the brand 
of oil that you use. Some brands of synthetic are somewhat low quality and have flash points only slightly 
higher than petroleum oils of the same grade. 
 

If you plan on doing any cold weather riding, the 10W-40 will be the better choice in just about all                  
circumstances. As I said, if comparing oils within the same brand, if the 20W-50 is a good quality oil with good 
flash points, the 10W-40 will likely be also. Therefore, you can somewhat forget about the high temperature 
issue and focus on what will be better for cold temperature operation. 
 

How Long Can I Extend Oil Drains? 
 

This is a question that will probably be debated for some years to come. The old adage of "3,000 mile oil 
changes" is so prevalent that many people don't even consider the possibility of extended drains. The most 
common reasoning for NOT extending oil drains are "too much oil contamination", "high temperature          
degradation" or "additive depletion". Although these issues are important to consider, they apply differently to         
different oil types. 

Rider Education Article 
by Rick and Terry Fritz 
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Rider Education Article (cont’d) 

The fact is, that with a petroleum oil and standard filter, you are probably well served to continue 3,000 mile 
oil changes. If you're using a premium high efficiency oil filter with standard petroleum oil, you might extend to 
4,000 or 5,000 miles. If you step up to just about any synthetic on the market, you can probably extend oil 
drains to 6,000 miles or so even with a standard filter. Use synthetic AND a high efficiency oil filter, and you're 
probably ok for about 7,500 to 9,000 miles. 
 

Believe it or not, you can extend oil drains even further than that with the right oil and filter. The oil should be 
synthetic and it must be properly additized for extended drain use. There aren't many oils on the market that 
are formulated for such use, and those that are, generally are VERY expensive and/or not designed for     
motorcycle use (especially wet-clutch). 
 

However, there is at least one oil on the market that is very reasonably priced and designed for such          
extended drain use. Amsoil manufacturers a motorcycle specific oil in a 10w40 and 20w50 grade as         
mentioned a little earlier in this article. These oils cost about $6.00 per quart. If you are using a standard oil 
filter, then you should be able to get about 10,000 miles out of Amsoil motorcycle oils without any trouble in 
touring bikes. Really high revving, high performance racing bikes and such, might consider slightly shorter 
intervals. 
 

Neo motorcycle oils may also be ok for extended drains. They have a 10w40 and a 20w50 which appear to 
be wet-clutch compatible. Neo's other oils are designed for extended drain use. I'm guessing that their       
motorcycle oils would be also although I haven't been able to confirm this from their website information. The 
cost is about $10 per quart, which is still very reasonable for a synthetic, extended drain motorcycle oil. 
 

There may very well be other motorcycle oils available for extended drain use as well. A little extra research 
would tell you for sure. Just do an Internet search for "synthetic motorcycle oil" and then check for extended 
drain capability. 
 

If you choose to use a high efficiency oil filter (there are number of brands out there including an Mobile 1, 
Pure 1, AC Delco and an Amsoil brand oil filter, as well as others), you could very likely extend your oil drains 
even further because your oil would remain much cleaner than with a conventional filter. 

HOW LONG CAN I EXTEND OIL DRAINS? 

Please keep in mind, though, all these recommendations are rough estimates. Check with the oil               
manufacturer to determine the actual mileage they recommend for change intervals and then see if you can 
get the tech department to give you an off-the-record estimate, if you're speaking with a mainstream oil   
manufacturer who's making good money recommending short change intervals. 
 

Well, Gulfwingers, that’s the final installment of this oil series.  All together, it is a fairly long read, but the     
information contained within its text is well worth the time.  Come to think of it, I guess it’s time for me to 
change my oil. 

 

Ride Safe! 

 

 

September 2010 Rider Education Article….Contributed by Richard L. Fritz, GWRRA 307833 & Terry Fritz, 
GWRRA 307833-1 



 

 

I am a Big Boy, Now!  
by Pam Massey 

 

What’s that noise? That horrible banging sound is so close. Hey, what are you doing? Why is my home being 
destroyed? Oh, wait I see some light and more just like me! Or I think they look just like me. They have those 
black rounds things and the shiny antlers. OK, it’s not so bad here. 
 

Now, where am I going? Something just sat on my back but it didn’t hurt. AAAAA! That is nice. I don’t know 
what you call it but that does feel good when that human takes that cloth and begins to rub my fenders and 
sides. I like it! 
 

I am moving. This is fun. I see I get to go hang out with all the others where more humans are walking 
around. Well, it’s been 12 days now and I have seen many of my friends come and go off this show room 
floor but I am still here. Think I’ll take a nap. What? What? I’m up, now. Someone is sitting on me! OK? Don’t 
panic. Stand up straight and make that chrome shine.  
 

Did this human just call me something? Bernie? She did! She called me- Bernie! I have a name! You know 
what that means-I am going home! My new mom! 
 

After a ride home from the dealership by my new dad and mom, riding me in the parking lot at the church for 
a week every day for a couple of hours, we are finally going on our first real ride. It was a fun ride in the rain, 
mud, clay, stones that first weekend. You’ll have to have her tell you the story. I was concentrating on being a 
big boy and not fall over and hurt my new mom, so she might remember more of that first day.  
 

Over that first weekend, we put on over 400 miles. Not bad for a mom that just completed her BRC on the last 
weekend in June and got her ‘M’ just a week later. But, I can tell she put in her time in the parking lots with a 
couple of cousins of mine, a 125cc and 250cc motorcycles.  
 

So, by now you might be wondering why I am a big boy. My name is Bernie and I am a Honda Shadow Aero 
750cc two tone colors of blue and silver. That is the boy part. What makes me a Big boy? On Sunday, I heard 
my dad talking to my mom about riding with a group. Staggered formation and reminding her of the two     
second rule. So, off we go with my big sister the yellow Goldwing. Boy, she sure is a looker.  Destination, 
Luby’s in Tomball where we will meet several more riders and bikes to head to a restaurant in Brenham called     
Guadalajara’s.  

 

What a nice ride. Beautiful countryside, apparently the Leader Gene thought it was so nice t hat we made 
several u-turns to see it, again ! Thanks, Gene. It was good practice for my mom and me. The weather 
could not have been better. Even though I am a new bike and have a new rider, we really enjoyed riding with 
the group. At all times, I know my mom felt safe for her being a newbie rider.  

 

I think everyone enjoyed the sights of the rolling hills with beautiful ranch homes and livestock. Plus the 
smells- it is nice to get out and smell Mother Nature; fresh cut grass, wild flowers and the start of rain (the rain 
smell was not on this ride).  Yeah, I think I am going to enjoy this riding thing. Thank you Chapter G for     
making us feel so welcome and safe. I hope that we are invited back again to ride with the group very soon.  

 

Bernie 
  

Me and my new mom in the showroom    Kurt Massey and big sis 
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281-447-3476 

10102 NORTH FREEWAY 

Jay Phillips -  Sales  281-447-3476 

Corky Farmer -  Service  281-447-0316 

Rob Ramirez -  Parts/Acc 281-447-6337 
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