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Hello once again Chapter “G”.  
 
As I sit and write this I have to keep asking myself where has this year 
gone. Marshall is deep into the Toy Run and we are already planning 
our Christmas Party. Mark your calendar for December 12th. Details to 
follow.  

 
Of course we haven’t forgotten Thanksgiving; we are moving our   
November meeting up a week to Nov. 19 th. There are several      
important dates coming up, so be sure to check the newsletter       
calendar. It will be easier to find the special events thanks to Kathy 
and the new format. 

 

Marshall actually managed to get his ride in on Oct. 10 and I heard 
words not uttered in a long time ---I’m cold--- could be heard escaping 
the lips of some riders.  Don’t you just love our good ole Texas 
weather!  

 
I hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving spending it with loved 
ones and friends with ‘punkin’ pie for all. 

 

Keep the rubber down, 
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· Next chapter meeting: Thursday, November 19, 
2009 at 7:30 PM at Valley Ranch BBQ 

· Chapter G Ride Line: 
281-469-8804  

· Find Chapter G on the Web:  
www.gulfwings.com 

· Texas District Website:  www.gwrra-tx.org 

· Region H Website:  www.gwrra-h.org 

· GWRRA Website:   www.gwrra.org 

Chapter G 
Safe Miles  

As of  
October 15, 2009 

  54,317 miles 
ACCIDENT 

FREE! 

Chapter Ride  
Departure Location 

GWRRA Gulf Wings Chapter “G” Newsletter 
is published by Chapter “G” Members. 

Disclaimer:  Articles, website addresses, maps, and  
cartoons express the opinions of the authors and 
do not  necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
Chapter Staff members or the membership.  Chap-
ter “G” (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-
racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-
dresses or cartoons submitted.  Chapter “G” as-
sumes no responsibility for the advertising content  
within this publication.  All warranties and repre-
sentations made in articles, websites and advertis-
ing content are solely that of the advertiser and a ny 
claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the author, webmaster, or advertiser.  The  
Chapter assumes no liability with regard to its 
advertisers including errors of information, typo-
graphical errors, errors of omission, misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication ex -
cept for the actual cost  of such advertising or a 
correction/retraction.  Under no circumstances  
shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, loss of business or ser-
vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise 
stated above. 

Your Chapter G Officers & Staff 
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Officers:  
 
Chapter Director: 
Gene & Barb Mings 
281-259-4438 
email: mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 
GWRRA # `171121 & 171121-01 
 
Assistant Director: 
Tom & Carolyn Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
GWRRA # 170081 & 170081-01 
 
Chapter Educators: 
Terry & Susan Toye 
832-698-1728 
e-mail: ttoy45@att.net 
GWRRA # 264896 & 264896-01 

Staff:  
 
Ride Coordinator: 
Tom Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Don & Deborah Clanton 
713-680-9577 
email: don.clanton@clantoncpa.com 
GWRRA # 292061 & 292061-01 
 
Email Coordinator: 
Tom Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
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Anne & Larry Seal 
281-890-8771 
email: sealwithteal@yahoo.com 
GWRRA # 246032 & 246032-01 

Staff:  
 
Couple of the Year: 
Arnold & Bea Parr 
281-356-3039 
email: bea_parr@yahoo.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Kathy & Brian Norwood 
281-855-7285 
email: tarheelintexas@comcast.net 
GWRRA # 274300 & 274300-01 
 
Webmaster:   
Sam Belinoski 
281-469-5755 
sam@samanita.com 
GWRRA # 131632 



BIG DATES 
as of 10-15-2009  
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Event Name  Location  Dates Contact  Phone  E-Mail  

Texas Honor Ride Hou to SA Nov 7 Don Roberts  droberts@setfit.com 

Toy Drop Off Valley Ranch Dec 12 Marshall LeGard 281-550-5338 mlegard@swbell.net 

TOY RUN various Dec 12-20 Marshall LeGard 281-550-5338 mlegard@swbell.net 

The Editor’s Corner  

by Kathy Norwood 

 

Fellow G members, can you believe it is November already?  Seems like I blinked and jumped from January 
to now,  but let’s not blink and miss the day on the calendar chosen to honor and celebrate our veterans.  The 
first Veteran’s Day in the US was celebrated in Birmingham, Alabama in 1947 and was organized by a World 
War II veteran named Raymond Weeks who subsequently received the Presidential Citizens Medal in 1982 
from President Reagan. Somewhere between  1947 and 1954, the event name was changed to Armistice 
Day, but in 1954, President Eisenhower proclaimed November 11th to once again be Veteran’s Day.  
 

But did you know, in 1921, an unknown World War I American soldier was buried in Arlington National    
cemetery  and became the focal point of reverence for America’s veterans, and that similar ceremonial     
gestures took place on the same day in other countries, such as France and England, to give universal      
recognition to celebrate the ending of World War I fighting at 11 a.m. on November 11, 1918?  This was the 
11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month and became known as “Armistice Day” in Europe. 
 

Armistice Day officially received its name in the US in 1926 through a Congressional resolution and might still 
hold that name if the hope had been World War I was the “war to end all wars,” but a few years later, war 
broke out in Europe. 6.5 million Americans took part in this war with 417,000 losing their lives in service, 
292,000 in battle.  So won’t you take some time, especially on this day, to remember and say a prayer for 
those servicemen and women, past, present and future, who serve our great Nation? 
 

Now onto a lighter note (but given that 46 million turkeys were consumed in 2007, maybe not); November 26th 
is Thanksgiving Day.  I’m sure I don’t need to remind you that Thanksgiving is a centuries-old celebration of 
the first Thanksgiving when, in 1619,  Captain John Woodlief (according to historians) knelt in prayer and 
pledged “Thanksgiving” to God for their healthy arrival after a long voyage across the Atlantic. Many believe 
the first celebration was the celebration in Plymouth between colonists and the Wampanoag Indians in 1621. 
Some tidbits about Thanksgiving food consumption elsewhere in the newsletter.  
 

And PLEASE, don’t forget, that Saturday, October 31st is Halloween, and there will be lots of children “eerily” 
roaming the streets of our neighborhoods. PLEASE, pay extra special attention when you are on the roads 
that evening.  
 

Until next month when we celebrate old Saint Nick and the true meaning of Christmas, Happy “Haunting!”  



  

Please note:  Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time.  During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if 
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day.   Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you’d like to eat). 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

8 9 10 11 12 
Staff Meeting 

13 14 
 

15 16 17 18 19 
Chapter Meeting 
Pick up Gift Cards 

  

20 21 
 

22 23 24 25 26 
Thanksgiving 

Day 

27 28 

29 30      

 November 2009 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

Deborah Clanton        11/2 

Mike Dwyer         11/4 

Dennis Beavers                 11/5 

Anita B elinoski        11/10 

Anne Strong                    11/10 

Patricia Falbo                     11/16 

Sharon Isaacks                  11/24 

Anne Seal                  11/26 

Rusty Monk                    11/28 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

The Pates                             11/6 

Robert & Betty Killbuck        11/10 

Michael & Donna Rodgers   11/28 

  

RIDES 
Texas Honor Ride               11/7 

  

EVENTS 

Parking Lot Practice            11/14 

Gift Request Card Pickup    11/19  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Bea Parr                               12/14 

Kathy Norwood                     12/14 

James Strickland                  12/16 

Philip Blair                            12/20 

Don Clanton            12/23 

Marshall LeGard                   12/25 

Linda Johnston               12/26 

Tony Baas                            12/27 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Terry & Karen Nelson            12/7 

Tony & Yrene Baas               12/20 

Jim & Teresa Cook               12/29 

 

RIDES 
 

 

EVENTS 

Toy Drop Off                          12/12 

Toy Run                                 12/20 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 
Staff Meeting 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 
Chapter Meeting 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 
Christmas 

Day 

26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Please note:  Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time.  During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if 
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day.   Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you’d like to eat). 
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Rider’s Education  
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MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 
by Anne & Larry Seal  
GWRRA No. 246032 

 

    “A Chapter G Welcome to our New Participants”  ……. 
 

Liz Nelson & Chris Nicholas  Gerard Doyle        

                                           

***** 
          “Get Well Wishes” are extended to  …… 

 

          Bea & Arnold Parr (recovering from the flu/cold) 

 Ricky Bearb (having Chemotherapy) 
 

       ***** 

“Congratulations” goes out to  …… 
 

Terry and Rick Fritz for joining the Level’s Program  and obtaining their first Level! 
 

Erin Gilligan for winning the 50/50 Drawing! 
 

Also, our Congratulations to Erin and Phil….  “Texas  Cycle Chrome” (which they own) will be          
celebrating its 2 nd Birthday with a party on October 24 th from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m...  Last 

year the party was great and we understand that thi s year will be even better! 
 

 *****   

           “Our Special Thanks” goes out to  …… 
 

Marshall LeGard … for once again organizing the Annua l Toy Run.  Marshall puts in a lot of 
time and energy to make Christmas much nicer for nu merous Foster Children. 

 

Kathy Norwood … for bringing us another method for w hich Chapter G can help with the Toy 
Run.  Kathy thought it would help those who could n ot afford to sponsor a table alone to 

“chip in” by passing a basket at the meetings and the  monies received will go toward 
“Chapter G Table(s) Sponsorship.”  Good Idea Kathy …..  Thanks! 

 

** Don’t  Forget .. Every participant in Chapter G is important to us.  Please let us know if you 
have any suggestions or “news”.  Just e-mail or phone  any of the Officers or Staff.  You will 
find the contact information in our roster, on our website http://gulfwings.com  or in our news-
letters.  It’s your Chapter and we welcome your inp ut. 
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Santa and the 19 th Annual Toy Run is Coming Soon!! 
By Marshall LeGard 

 
$100.00 table sponsorships  are now available!! Your individual or company name will be            
advertised (displayed) on one of the tables at the Toy Run December 20th. We need to sell 35-40 
table sponsorships to defray the cost of the food and minimal hotel expenses. Our chapter does not 
have a fundraiser during the year and this is the only way we can host this event. For several years, 
our chapter, our neighboring chapters and the Blue Knights have helped by selling table             
sponsorships throughout the membership and the community. Many folks are glad to help…all you 
have to do is ask. If you don’t get an opportunity to buy a gift for a child, please consider partnering 
with your friends and sponsoring a table. Remember, this year, the check should be made out to 
BEAR.     

 
Contact Marshall LeGard at 281-550-5338 or mlegard@swbell.net  and I will get you a  receipt 
ticket. BEAR (stands for “Be a Resource”) is a 501 (3) c tax-deductible organization whereby all our 
funds for this Toy Run will be  administrated. Also, the 2009 Toy Run  Hanger Bar Pins  are in and 
are for sale for $5.00 and the Toy Run Base Pins are $7.00. I also have previous year pins. 

 
The Gift Request  cards will be passed out at the Chapter G November 19 th meeting. When you 
purchase your gift for a foster child, remember to: 
 

1) Include the batteries if required by toy 

2) Assemble any gift that comes in pieces 

3) ”Circle” the ONE gift you purchased on the gift card 

4) Lightly tape or slip the gift “card” under the ribbon on your wrapped gift.  

5) If you bought multiple gifts, wrap them as “one” gift  

6) Deliver your gift to the Valley Ranch no later than Sat Dec. 12 th, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2009  is Toy Run Day. The following is an itinerary of events: 
 

8:00 am – Chapter (X2) (decoration) and key members of (G) to Sheraton Hotel.  

10:00 am – Toy Room (G), Food Servers (W) and Registration (G) folks show up  

11 – 12 noon - Foster Families, face painters (M2), clowns & cloggers begin to show up. 

Chapter (M2) can help with a minimum two security people at each door to the ballroom. 

Chapter (N2) is to assist and escort any media. Check with parents before pictures are taken.   

11:30 – 1:00 p.m.  – Lunch is served to Foster Families, entertainers and face painters. 
11 - 12 noon – The Blue Knights, elves, Santa (not in costume) and other parade participants’ show 
up at Macy’s north parking lot at the Deer Brook Mall located at Hwy 59 just north of FM 1960. 
Chapter (“G”)  to provide makeshift dressing room on parking lot for Santa to change. 
 



 

 

����
����
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12:00 p.m.  Bike judging begins for best decorated bike (several categories) in parade. (N2) 

12:45 p.m.  Parade leaves for hotel.  

12:45 p.m.  Children are moved out to front of hotel for parade 

1:00 p.m.    Santa and his elves enter the ballroom with gifts 

                   If raining, parade will be cancelled, Santa and elves will enter ballroom at 1:00 p.m 

2:30 p.m.  (approximate) Clean up and table breakdown (All GWRRA Chapters) 

 

Don’t forget to don your elf outfits (you don’t have to wear tights unless you are so inclined) and decorate your 
bikes for the parade. Have fun! The children are so excited. This means so much to them. I wish to thank all 
those that are so willing to give up their time and monies for this wonderful event.  

19th Annual Toy Run  (cont’d)  

 
REMEMBER 
Our Veterans  
on Nov 11th 

Did You Know? 

· By 1870, the remains of nearly 300,000 
Union dead had been buried in 73 national 
cemeteries 

· There were 9.5 million vets aged 65 or 
older in 2004 

· More than 7.7 million people visited VA 
national cemeteries in 2008 

· 16% of the veterans who served in the 
Persian Gulf War were women 

· The 14 oldest national cemeteries were 
established in 1862 

· 33% of the 8.1 million Vietnam-era        
veterans in 2004 served in Vietnam 

· Volunteers donated over 482,000 hours 
during 2008 

· There were 24.5 million military veterans in 
the US in 2004 

· In 2005, there were 412,000 veterans who 
served in both the Vietnam and Gulf Wars 

· 343,000 served in both the Korean and 
Vietnam wars 

· 80,000 served during three periods: World 
War II, the Korean and Vietnam wars 

· There are 6 states who have over 1 million 
veterans each: CA, FL, TX, NY, PA and 
OH  
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Thanksgiving Tidbits 
· Sarah Josepha Hale, the enormously influential magazine editor and author who waged a       

tireless campaign to make Thanksgiving a national holiday in the mid-19th century, was also the 
author of the classic nursery rhyme “Mary had a Little Lamb?” 

· In 2007, over 690 million pounds of turkey were consumed during Thanksgiving. 

· Just 6 states (Minnesota, North Carolina, Arkansas, Virginia, Missouri and Indiana) produced  
approximately two-thirds of the estimated 271 million turkeys raised in the US in 2008. 

· The cranberry is one of only three fruits (the others are the blueberry and the Concord grape) 
that are entirely native to North American soil. 

· According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the largest pumpkin pie ever weighed 2,020 
pounds and measured just over 12 feet long.  

· Three towns in the US take their name from the traditional Thanksgiving bird, including Turkey, 
Texas (pop. 465); Turkey, North Carolina (pop. 270) and Turkey Creek, Louisiana (pop. 363). 

· There were no sweet potatoes nor pumpkin pie at the first Thanksgiving.  

Chapter G Company Store  

graciously operated by Jerry and Darlene Worley 

Caps—NOW 

$10 each 

Short Sleeved T-Shirts 
NOW $15.00  

Long Sleeved T-Shirts 
NOW $20.00  

Polo Shirts 

NOW $15.00 

11 Caps 3 X-Large 

4 XX Large 

2 Small 

2 Medium 

3 X Large  

2 XX Large 
 

1 Small 

1 Medium 
 

 

FIRE SALE on Old Chapter Merchandise 

Caps & Visors 

($10 each) 

Denim Shirts— 

Ladies-Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-Ladies 

Faded 

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-
Mens—Faded 

($25.00) 
 

14 caps 

 

40 visors 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

 Medium 

1 Large 

1 2X Large 
 

Denim Shirts—Men 
Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 2X Large 

NEW Merchandise in Stock 
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Honda of Houston offers great prices on tires and
tire installation. Why pay more ???

Priority maintenance programs available for 
Goldwings

and other Honda motorcycles.
Cover all of your scheduled maintenance for a 

substantial discount.

All Current Goldwing 
Models in stock at all
times. Come feel the
Honda of Houston 

Difference.

The Largest parts and accessories 
department in the city!!!

Honda of Houston
12655 West Road

Houston, TX 77041
281-506-1300

www.hondaofhouston.com
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281-447-3476 

10102 NORTH FREEWAY 

Jay Phillips -  Sales  281-447-3476 

Corky Farmer -  Service  281-447-0316 

Rob Ramirez -  Parts/Acc 281-447-6337 
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