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Gene’s MusINGS 

Hello Gulfwingers, 
 

I’m happy to report that our ride leaders are starting to come forward. Our 
accident free miles jumped by 17,160. WOW!! Thanks guys, lets keep it 
up. We had 2 spectacular local rides and a large group went to Branson, 
MO. 
 

I would like to recognize Don & Deborah Clanton for doing an out-
standing job as our Chapter Treasurers. Sadly, they asked me to find a 
replacement for them. They will be missed on staff but I look forward to 
seeing them at the chapter meetings, and rides. Don & Deborah also led 
our chapter ride on April 10. They are great ride leaders. 
 

Now on to their replacements. Jerry & Darlene Worley have agreed to be 
our new Chapter Treasurers. Please welcome them. Jerry & Darlene are 
2 of our most loyal members and they don’t even ride a Wing. They have 
one of the other “H” bikes. So far though, it isn’t marking its territory. 
 

We have a great opportunity sneaking up on us. The Texas District rally 
is May 6, 7 & 8 in Killeen, Texas. Some of us are going on Thursday for 
the opening ceremonies. Contact me if you are interested in going. 
 

Rick & Terry Fritz are about to begin a new adventure. Rick bought a new 
to him GL1500 and the old one is in the shop being triked. Guess who is 
going to be riding the trike. Congratulations Terry. With the addition of 
Terry’s trike we now have at least 4 trikes associated with our chapter. 
 

May God Bless America and keep the rubber side down, 
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· Next chapter meeting: Thursday, May 27, 2010 
at 7:30 PM at Valley Ranch BBQ 

· Chapter G Ride Line: 
281-469-8804  

· Find Chapter G on the Web:  
www.gulfwings.com 

· Texas District Website:  www.gwrra-tx.org 

· Region H Website:  www.gwrra-h.org 

· GWRRA Website:   www.gwrra.org 

Chapter G 
Safe Miles  

as of  
April 19, 2010 

26,139 miles 
ACCIDENT 

FREE! 

Chapter Ride  
Departure Location 

GWRRA Gulf Wings Chapter “G” Newsletter 
is published by Chapter “G” Members. 

Disclaimer:  Articles, website addresses, maps, and  
cartoons express the opinions of the authors and 
do not  necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
Chapter Staff members or the membership.  Chap-
ter “G” (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-
racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-
dresses or cartoons submitted.  Chapter “G” as-
sumes no responsibility for the advertising content  
within this publication.  All warranties and repre-
sentations made in articles, websites and advertis-
ing content are solely that of the advertiser and a ny 
claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the author, webmaster, or advertiser.  The  
Chapter assumes no liability with regard to its 
advertisers including errors of information, typo-
graphical errors, errors of omission, misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication ex -
cept for the actual cost  of such advertising or a 
correction/retraction.  Under no circumstances  
shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, loss of business or ser-
vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise 
stated above. 

Your Chapter G Officers & Staff 
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Officers:  
 
Chapter Director: 
Gene & Barb Mings 
281-259-4438 
email: mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 
GWRRA # `171121 & 171121-01 
 
 
Assistant Director: 
Tom & Carolyn Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
GWRRA # 170081 & 170081-01 
 
 
Chapter Educators: 
Rick & Terry Fritz 
281-256-1801 
email: peppersnasco@sbcglobal.net  
GWRRA # 307833 & 307833-1 

Staff:  
 
Ride Coordinator: 
Tom Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Jerry & Darlene Worley 
281-516-1944 
email:  worleybird@live.com 
 
 
Email Coordinator: 
Tom Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
 
Membership Enhancement: 
Anne & Larry Seal 
281-890-8771 
email: sealwithteal@yahoo.com 
GWRRA # 246032 & 246032-01 

Staff:  
 
Couple of the Year: 
Marshall LeGard & Linda Johnston 
281-550-5338 
mlegard@swbell.net 
GWRRA # 104498 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Kathy & Brian Norwood 
281-855-7285 
email: tarheelintexas@comcast.net 
GWRRA # 274300 & 274300-01 
 
 
Webmaster:   
Sam Belinoski 
281-469-5755 
sam@samanita.com 
GWRRA # 131632 



BIG DATES 
as of 4-20-2010  
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Event Name  Location  Dates Contact  Phone  E-Mail  

Ride Leaders 
Unite Day 

Luby’s 4/24 Tom Rumney 713-8-65-6831 trumney@tc-con.com 

Ride for Kids Luby’s 4/25    

District Rally Killeen 5/6-8 Gene Mings 832-671-8523 mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 

Bomber Field Luby’s 6/5 Gene Mings 832-671-8523 mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 

Blueberry 
Festival 

Luby’s 6/12 Sam Belinoski 713-557-4577 sam@samanita.com 

Hill Country  tbd 6/25-27 tbd   

The Editor’s Corner  

by Kathy Norwood 
 

For those of you who were not able to make the Branson ride this year, let me just, I’m sorry. I believe I can 
say a great time was had by all who traveled the distance. Our fearless ride leaders, Tom & Carolyn Rumney, 
to and from Branson, did an excellent job as usual. Our first day covered about 470 miles of scenic back 
roads all the way to Arkadelphia, Arkansas. Needless to say, the second day felt like a breeze. We made our 
routine stop at the Cliff House Inn & Restaurant where we received the usual warm and gracious welcome.  
 

After arriving in Branson, we all did our own thing. On Tuesday, 5 “bikes” (4 Gold Wings and a Harley) went 
on a ride through the countryside led by none other than my “sweetie,” Brian. We started by heading east out 
of Branson through Mark Twain National Forest, to Bull Shoals Lake where we had to board a ferry to cross 
the lake. Then we were lucky enough to get stuck behind a manure truck to really get the “ambiance” of the 
countryside!! We made our way around to Harrison, back to east of Eureka Springs and then back into Bran-
son. I think I can say a great time was had by all.  
 

Wednesday, we stayed close and checked out old downtown Branson since the Rumney’s had invited us all 
out to their new home in an exclusive and beautiful section of Branson for an early dinner. Plenty of food and 
socializing; sounds like a Chapter G event, right? Thanks Tom and Carolyn!! 
 

Thursday, we headed through a different section of the National Forest and headed north to Ozark, MO and 
the legendary Lambert’s Café. Somewhere in the middle, we made a short pit stop in the parking lot of the 
local school (town was so small, there was nowhere else to stop). Guess we looked shady, because lo and 
behold, the Assistant Principal was on our heels. He was a nice chap, and none of us got sent to detention.  
Since it was still early, we ventured to Gene’s Gallery and then on to the local Harley shop. Yes Jerry; we  

    (continued on page 6) 



  

Please note:  Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time.  During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if 
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day.   Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you’d like to eat). 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 
Staff  

Meeting 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 
 

21 22 

23 
 
        

24 25 26 27 
Chapter 

Meeting   

28 29 

30 31      

 May 2010 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Chris Dillon                          5/9 

Lynda Hoot                          5/9 

Teresa Cook                      5/10 

“Mom” Kelley                     5/10 

Larry Seal                          5/18 

Jim Cook                           5/25 

Don Roberts                      5/28 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Ricky & Mary Ann Bearb   5/12 

Rick & Terry Fritz               5/15 

David & Kim Lamb             5/18 

Vince & Patricia Falbo       5/30 

Lou & Linda Rucker           5/30 
 

RIDES 
 
 

EVENTS 
 

District Rally—Kileen            5/6-8 

Progressive Dinner                5/15 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Tommy Duncan                   6/21 

Erin Gilligan                        6/22 

Donna Rodgers                  6/23 

Pat Armstrong                    6/29             

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Philip Blair & Erin Gilligan   6/13 

 

    

RIDES 
 

 

 
 

EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 
Staff  

Meeting 

11 12 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 21 22 23 24 
Chapter 

Meeting 

25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Please note:  Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time.  During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if 
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day.   Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you’d like to eat). 
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Chapter G Company Store  

graciously operated by Jerry and Darlene Worley 

FIRE SALE on Old Chapter Merchandise 

Caps—NOW 

$10 each 

Short Sleeved T-Shirts 
NOW $15.00  

Long Sleeved T-Shirts 
NOW $20.00  

Polo Shirts 

NOW $15.00 

11 Caps 3 X-Large 

4 XX Large 

2 Small 

2 Medium 

3 X Large  

2 XX Large 
 

1 Small 

1 Medium 
 

 

NEW Merchandise in Stock 

Caps & Visors 

($10 each) 

Denim Shirts— 

Ladies-Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-Ladies 

Faded 

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-
Mens—Faded 

($25.00) 
 

14 caps 

 

40 visors 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

 Medium 

1 Large 

1 2X Large 
 

Denim Shirts—Men 
Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 2X Large 

We went to a Harley shop!!  And on our way to Lambert’s, we passed the home of Bass Pro Shops.  It was 
huge!  Bet everyone could find something there! 
 

Everyone left Lambert’s with satisfied bellies as usual, but a few of us had to go check out the wine and 
cheese shop just behind the eatery to try the divine chocolate and red wine we had heard so much about 
from Carolyn and Anne. Let me just say, it was not a disappointment!! After food and drink, it was time to 
head back to Branson. 
 

Saturday, on our first leg home, we stopped in Ozark, AR for lunch! There must be something about good 
food and a town named Ozark. (Remember, Lambert’s is in Ozark, MO) If you ever find yourself at the base 
of the Pig Trail, try Rivertowne BBQ; it was delicious!!  Saturday and Sunday both were a little on the damp 
side coming home, but the important thing is everyone made in home safe and sound with many miles under 
our feet.  Jim and Teresa Cook had a persistent back tire that did not want to hold a plug, so we thought we 
were leaving them in Mena, Arkansas. However, living up to the friendly reputation of small town American, a 
local named “Bill” heard of their plight and drove Jim down to the new Hog Country Cycles where they put on 
a new tire and sent them on their way. So, about an hour after the rest of us arrived in Texarkana for the 
night, so did Jim and Teresa. So there we were again; a big happy family!! 

Editor’s Corner (cont’d) 
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MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 
by Anne & Larry Seal  

GWRRA No. 246032 & 246032-1 

 

“A Chapter G Welcome” to Our Newest Participant: 
 

Scott Chapman 

 

  “Get Well Wishes” are extended to …… 

 

Bea Parr 

(And to anyone we may have missed…. we wish you a speedy recovery as well!) 

     

 “Our Congratulations” goes out to …… 
 

Gene Mings for winning the 50/50 drawing  

 

Don Clanton for winning the new “Shirt Drawing”! 

 

“ Special Thanks Is Extended To: 
 

Tom & Carolyn Rumney for again leading the Annual Branson Ride….  

It’s a beautiful ride and a fun time! 
 

** Always Remember:   Every participant in Chapter G is important to us.  Please let us know if you have 
any suggestions or “news”.  Just e-mail or phone any of the Officers or Staff.  You will find the contact infor-
mation in our roster, on our website http://gulfwings.com or in our newsletters.  It’s your Chapter and we 
welcome your input. 

 

Friends of Chapter G 
What’s Happening 

 

 May 1—Salute to Police Officers—Willowbrook Mall 

 May 15—Stubbs Harley Davidson—Texas Honor Ride 
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“April In Branson” 
(Submitted by: Anne & Larry Seal) 

 

Since this was our first time to go on the Annual Branson Trip, I was told it was the “first timers” who were to 
write about the trip….. so,  here it goes. 
 

We left to beautiful weather and it continued all 
week.  Spring flowers were everywhere and the 
Dogwood and Redbud trees were in full bloom and 
beautiful as we wound our way through Louisiana, 
Arkansas and into Missouri.    Being “flatlanders”, 
it took a while to become “somewhat” comfortable 
with the Ozarks and all the curves.  But, being on 
the bike gave an entirely new view of the areas.  
We enjoyed the sights and smells (well most of 
them!) that the Ozarks offered.  I mention “most of 
the smells” since we were on a day ride and during 
the trip we found ourselves riding behind a truck 
load of fresh manure…..it was not the sweet smell 
of flowers believe me and we were not the lead 
bike!!   
 

We had a lot to see and do as we enjoyed the week.  A ride up to the Springfield area, a great cookout at Tom 
and Carolyn Rumney’s new home in Branson, day rides into the country side, a show, good meals, shopping, a 
train ride and a little wine tasting.  There was more to do than we had the time to do it ….. I guess that means 
another trip! 

 
Special thanks to Tom & Carolyn for lead-
ing the ride and for inviting us to their 
home while we were there.  Also, our 
thanks to everyone on the ride for their 
kind words, thoughtfulness and encour-
agement to us “newbies”. 

Although we returned in some rainy 
weather, the clouds broke and we saw 
sunshine as we were saying our 
“goodbyes” back in the Houston area. The 
sunshine offered us all a “welcome 
home”. 

 

 

It was a beautiful ride and a fun time that I 
would recommend to anyone who hasn’t had the opportunity to go…. Plan ahead and enjoy!   
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Branson 2010 Pictures  

Preparing to Depart Conroe at 8 am SHARP! 

 

Outside the Cliff House Inn and 
Restaurant—fed and ready to 
continue with our journey 
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More Branson 2010 Pictures  

Driving through Hot Springs, AR 

Dinner at Shorty Smalls 

Crossing the Arkansas  

version of the Golden Gate 
Bridge—if you can’t tell, this 
is a one lane, wooden bridge 
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and yet, a few 

Ferry Pics 
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How Long Has It Been? 
A quick quiz courtesy of the Texas Department of Public Safety 

 

It’s been 38 years since I took the written test to obtain my motorcycle license.  Boy, the years go by quick.  So 
many things have changed since that time.  Motorcycles are bigger and faster, riders are more cognizant of per-
sonal protective gear, and rider education is steadily increasing.   

My wife, Terry, is now pursuing the Class “M” endorsement on her Texas driver’s license.  As such, she     ob-
tained a copy of the Motorcycle Operator’s Manual issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety to study for 
the knowledge test.  My days of studying for tests have long passed since my graduation from Southwest Texas 
State University, but my curiosity of the content of this manual intrigued me enough to read through it.  I thought it 
would be interesting to offer some of the sample test questions to you.  So, here goes.  To get the most out of this 
basic exercise, read the question and pick your answer before you confirm it.  Good luck! 

1.  A plastic shatter-resistant face shield: 

A. Is not necessary if you have a windshield 

B. Only protects your eyes 

C. Helps protect your whole face 

D. Does not protect your face as well as goggles 

2. More than half of all crashes: 

A. Occur at speeds greater than 35mph 

B. Happen at night 

C. Are caused by worn tires 

D. Involve riders who have ridden their motorcycles less than six months 

3. When riding into a turn, you should: 

A. Turn your head and shoulders to look through turns 

B. Keep your arms straight 

C. Keep your knees away from the gas tank 

D. Turn just your head and eyes to look where you are going 

4. Usually, a good way to handle tailgaters is to: 

A. Change lanes and let them pass 

B. Use your horn and make obscene gestures 

C. Speed up to put distance between you and the tailgater 

D. Ignore them 
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5. To reduce your reaction time, you should: 

A. Ride slower than the speed limit 

B. Cover the clutch and the brakes 

C. Shift into neutral when slowing 

D. Pull in the clutch when turning 

6. Making eye contact with other drivers: 

A. Is a good sign they see you 

B. Is not worth the effort it takes 

C. Doesn’t mean that the driver will yield 

D. Guarantees that the other driver will yield to you 

7. Reflective clothing should: 

A. Be worn at night 

B. Be worn during the day 

C. Not be worn 

D. Be worn day and night 

8. The best way to stop quickly is to: 

A. Use the front brake only 

B. Use the rear brake first 

C. Throttle down and use the front brake 

D. Use both brakes at the same time 

9. When it starts to rain it is usually best to: 

A. Ride in the center of the lane 

B. Pull off to the side until the rain stops 

C. Ride in the tire tracks left by cars 

D. Increase your speed 

10. When riding in a group, inexperienced riders should 
position themselves: 

A. Just behind the leader 

B. In front of the group 

C. At the tail end of the group 

D. Beside the leader 

Answers on Page 14 
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Now, let’s take a look at answers: 

1. C – A plastic shatter-resistant face shield can help protect your whole face in a crash.   

2. D – Crashes are fairly common among beginning riders- especially in the first months of      
  riding. 

3. D – Look through the turn to where you want to go.  Turn just your head, not your shoulders, 
  and keep your eyes level with the horizon. 

4. A – A better way to handle tailgaters is to get them in front of you.  When someone is following 
  too closely, change lanes and let them pass. 

5. B – In potential high risk areas, such as intersections, shopping areas, and school and              
  construction zones, cover the clutch and both brakes to reduce the time you need to react. 

6. C – There are no guarantees that others see you.  Never count on “eye contact” as a sign that 
  a driver will yield. 

       Too often, a driver looks right at a motorcyclist and still fails to “see” him.   

7. D – Most crashes occur in broad daylight.  At night, it is harder for you to see and be seen.        
  Reflective, bright colored clothing is best. 

8. D – To stop quickly, apply both brakes at the same time.  The front brake can provide 70% or 
  more of the potential stopping power. 

9. C – When it starts to rain, ride in the tire tracks left by cars.  Often, the left tire track will be the 
  best position, depending on traffic and other road conditions as well. 

10. A – Place inexperienced riders just behind the leader.  That way the more experienced riders 
  can watch them from behind. 

I hope all of you riders fared well on this sample test.  Whether you did or didn’t, may I strongly encour-
age you to take an Experienced or Advanced Riders Course every three years.  This is not only part of 
the GWRRA Levels Program, but an excellent way to refresh your riding skills for you and your co-rider’s 
safety as well as those in your riding group.  It’s time and money well spent.  Please keep in mind that 
the Texas District Rally being held in Killeen, TX will offer various courses and seminars at no-charge to 
modest cost.   

The Motorcycle Operator’s Manual may be downloaded at http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/msb/dl-8.pdf. 

Enjoy your ride and be safe. 

May 2010 Rider Education Article… By Richard L. Fritz, GWRRA 307833 and Terry A. Fritz, GWRRA 
307833-1 



 

 

281-447-3476 

10102 NORTH FREEWAY 

Jay Phillips -  Sales  281-447-3476 

Corky Farmer -  Service  281-447-0316 

Rob Ramirez -  Parts/Acc 281-447-6337 
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