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Gene s MUsINGS

Hello Chapter G.

| trust that you have all gotten your steeds polished and ready to roll. The
time is upon us to start subtracting rubber from our tires. March is a busy
month with the Blessing ride followed by Chapter X2 s rally. We follow that
with our Region H rally in Marshall, TX. There are lots of opportunities here
folks; let s take advantage of them.

| just want to say thank you all for your wonderful support of the chapter. At
our current pace we will be taking over the Valley Ranch restaurant. We had
55 at our last meeting. Phenomenal is the only word that fits. Keep it up!

At our last staff meeting, some ideas were presented that deserve mention.

1) Ride leaders, when you update our ride line please be sure to include
the date for your ride.

2) On the weekends where we don t have a scheduled ride, anyone wanting
to ride show up at Luby s at 9:00am. Pick a leader and just do what comes
naturally. When you own such fine motorcycles RIDE BABY RIDE. If you
read the email from our ACD, Mr. Rumney, you have already seen this. Tom
spends a lot of time trying to keep us all informed, the least we can do is
READ his messages.

Keep the rubber side down,
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BIG DATES

as of 2-23-2009

Event Name Location Dates Contact Phone E-Mail
. . 281-550-
Blessing Ride TBA March 7th Marshall LeGard 5338 mlegard@swbell.net
X2Rally Bear Creek Park March 14th
. . 832-671- mingsdy-
Region Rally TBA March 19-21 Gene Mings 8523 e e e
Ride for Kids TBA April 26 Bill Burgess | “5oa® | wingrider@sbeglobal.net
. . 713-856-
Annual Branson Trip TBA April 18-26 Tom Rumney 6961 trumney@tc-con.com

The Editor s Corner
by Kathy Norwood

In this edition of the Editor s Corner, | would like to continue my tidbits of celebrated holidays. St. P atrick, the pa-
tron saint of Ireland, was believed to have died on March 17, 460 A.D.; thus, the celebration of St. Patrick s Day on
March 17th. You would think the first celebrations of this day were in Ireland, when in fact, until the 1970s, Irish law
mandated that pubs be closed on this day. It was not until 1995 that the Irish government began a national cam-
paign to use St. Patrick s Day as an opportunity to drive tourism and showcase Ireland to the rest of the world.
However, the first St. Patrick s Day parade was held in New York City in 1762. The patrticipants of the parade were
Irish soldiers serving in the English military trying to reconnect with their Irish roots.

As for symbols connected to the holiday, the shamrock was a sacred plant in ancient Ireland and symbolized the
rebirth of spring. By the 17th century, it became a symbol of emerging Irish nationalism. The rise of the leprechaun
stems from the Celtic belief of fairies with magical powers to serve good or evil. Leprechauns really had nothing to
do with the celebration of St. Patrick s Day until after Walt Disney released a film called Darby O Gill & The Little
People in 1959. Thus, the life of the cheery, friendly little leprechaun is purely an American invention.

Chicago is famous for dyeing the Chicago River green for this particular holiday. The tradition began in 1962 when
city pollution-control workers used dyes to trace illegal sewage discharges and realized the green dye might pro-
vide a unique way to celebrate the holiday. They originally released 100 pounds of green vegetable dye into the
river which would keep the river green for a week. Today, it has been reduced to 40 pounds of dye to minimize en-
vironmental damage and keeps the river green for about 5 hours.

Looking for a place to celebrate the day? How about Shamrock, TX with a population of 1830 citizens, east of
Amarillo on the historic Route 66 at the crossroads of Interstate 40 and Hwy 83.

Need a toast for the day? How about May the best day of your past be the worst day of your future, or As you
slide down the banisters of life, may the splinters never point the wrong way! Have a safe ride!
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January 31 Ride Report
Two Perspectives of the Day s Ride
By Walter Griffin and Georgia Monk

From the front of the pack, today’s ride was a typical Chapter G ride----clear blue skies, temperature chilly to mod-
erate, and traffic a booger to light. Yep, a very nice ride with a few noteworthy mentionables.

We departed the Luby’s Parking lot about 9:10, which was about right as the ride was scheduled to begin at
9:00 .we never leave late---just a little past early.  Eight shiny and clean bikes entered the stressful traffic on high-
way 2920 and headed more or less south toward Waller, Brookshire, and points beyond.

Group one, my group, had 2 Gold Wings, a Hardly, son of David, and a Yama ha ha---we were followed closely at
times (if we slowed down enough) by group two which had 3 Gold Wings and a Hardly, son of David. Group 2 was
led by Gene and the drag was Jerry (looked pretty good in drag)---I led Group one and my drag was Georgia Monk
on her Hardly, son of David---a much better looking drag (sorry Jerry). | don’t recall a woman of the female persua-
sion being a drag for a group in a Chapter G ride....I don’t know if it was a "first" or not, but she did a terrific job---
kept pushing us in the right direction at all times, and Group 2 followed her without question. We did perform (for
posterity) an obligatory Chapter G U-turn at Wharton (see pictures of Tee Pee Motel) for a photo opportunity, but it
was worth it. : L_

We made our first rest stop at the Flying J truck stop in Brookshire P
after fighting our way through millions (well a lot anyway) of bicy-
clists out for a day of fun and frolic and "let’s interrupt traffic flow"
routines. The rest stop was worth the time and effort---1 had said
we’d stop for 20 minutes, and true to our legend of punctuality, we
left 30 minutes later. We arrived at the big city of Wharton just in
time to get a picture at the Tee Pee motel, fill up our bikes, and ]
herd a dinosaur into our group picture. We ate at the scrumptious 8
Los Cucos and began our trek back to the city via a round about
way in another direction....the dinosaur had one toe missing, and |
think it was in my quesadeeas, uh kaysideeas, uh---my meal...I
can say quesadillas but | can't spell it.

After the morning’s duels with wandering bicyclists, the afternoon lack of traffic was a welcomed change of

pace. Georgia said that she spotted some pyramids when we passed through Egypt, but none of us were sure
what she had been sniffing and refused to argue with her---and it had to be more than the exhaust fumes form Ray
and Ricky's Gold Wings. Contrarily, on the opposite side of the alleged sightings, neither Rusty nor Ernie sug-
gested that they had seen anything...of course, they had some heavy appetites, so they may have been napping
as we cruised through Egypt or they were dreaming of the ice cream at DQ....

And speaking of sightings, the Wal-Mart distribution center at Sealy was a welcome site for our eyes...it meant that
we were only minutes away from the Sealy Dairy Queen and ice cream, dip cones, and other such pleasures. And
we stopped at the DQ. After sating our hunger for dessert, we departed the DQ and meandered via a few back
roads to San Felipe, where we fell in behind some sport bike riders wandering aimlessly in the same direction we
were headed. After crossing the Brazos river and clearing the San Felipe city limit signs, they quickly departed and
roared (like bumble bees?) at a high speed ahead of us and out of sight. Not to be outdone, we picked up our
speed to an adrenaline rushing pace---about 55 mph. And the sport bike riders were stopped on the side of the
road at Pattison....we smiled as we passed them...I guess they had worn themselves out riding so fast and we
"older" folks (in our stride) managed to pace ourselves accordingly. We turned north out of Pattison, drove rough a
few white knuckle curves, and cruised into the big city of Waller to say our goodbyes and comment on the day’s
activities.
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Things | learned today----

1) Ricky is still becoming accustomed to his new ride....and he managed to keep up just fine....

2) If you park at the same pump as Rusty, he will pay for your gas---at least he did that for Georgia...

3) Georgia did great on her first outing as a group drag....

4) Rusty recently bought Georgia the Hardly, son of David on ebay about 5-15 years before her 50th birthday....

5) Sitting in the Rocking Chair (the middle of the groups), Ray and Ernie just enjoyed the ride and let most of us
just banter back and forth.

6) When we passed two service trucks with bulk oil on board, Jerry seemed to fuss and fight with his Harley to
keep it straight .and when we passed the new rice driers n ear Egypt, my Yama ha ha seemed to just run slower,
sputter and want to veer toward the new facility.

Again, it was a terrific ride---and thanks everyone for making
it a memorable one....Georgia and Rusty, thanks for the

pictures

Walter

Greetings---A Report from the rear:

The January 31st ride was not typical, it was splendid. If you
were wearing the proper gear it was not even cold. | will be
adding a chin warmer to my wardrobe as it was the only part
of me that was ever cold. And that was just for the first hour
of the ride.

Being a novice | was shocked when | was asked to be in the drag position. | have always thought of the drag posi-
tion, as being one of some responsibility and indeed it is. | really did think | was being teased when | was told this
is where | was being asked to ride. Once there | realized the rear is also a great place to continue my education in
the art of motorcycling. | am still pretty attached to the handle bars although | am waving at

other motorcyclists occasionally. So Ricky who was in position right before me, graciously did all of the hand sig-
nals and some other things | forgot to do with some finesse. Thank you Ricky!

Being in the drag position also allowed me to enjoy the curves and sweepers at my own pace and catch up on the
straights without effecting anyone else’s enjoyment of the ride, which | never want to do.

Things | learned on my ride....

1) | have never bothered to actually learn the responsibilities of the drag position. | never thought | would be there
so | did not take the time. | realize now that everyone who rides should really learn them, not just kind of, sort of,
know them. If | have not practiced them | will at least know them before | do another group ride.

2) Pyramids in Egypt Texas look a bit like silos. After dozens of tornadoes and a few hurricane winds, whip around
them. Everyone knows the pyramids were built a long, long time ago and erosion just happens.

3) The only white knuckle curves | experienced were in parking lots the curves on the road were perfect. The men
at the front must have tamed them before | got to them, | want to ride them again soon.

4) NEVER EVER get close to the back of someone hauling cattle. NEVER EVER no matter what. Better to stop
and linger over coffee somewhere.
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Rider Education

Packing For That Upcoming Trip
By: Terry & Susan Toye

Well, as we look toward the spring time riding season again, and maybe joining the Chapter G members that
will be making the trip to Branson, we need to also review how we might be packing for that trip should you
be pulling a trailer behind your motorcycle. Here are a few tips to remember when packing.

So what do you pack? Susan and | use a suitcase for our main bag that we place most of our clothing in.
Then we use what others may prefer, and those are soft bags. The soft bags can be filled with more stuff,
such as t-shirts, shocks, etc., and they are more a form-to-fit in the trailer. You can use these bags to place
around other items in the trailer, and you can have them packed with those one night stop stops.

Using plastic (push the air out) bags too, allow us to squeeze the air out of them just like the ones you put a
vacuum on but these don’t need the vacuum. Just roll them up to squeeze out the air and that’s it.

Some trailers come with a suit bag that attaches to the underside of the lid, or you might just have one that
you use. Either way, these are great if you have some clothes that you don’t want to wrinkle. Remember, if
you don t want your clothes to wrinkle don t pack them tight, or to loose. However, if they do wrinkle, you can
do something | have done before. Take and hang them on the shower rod or door in the bathroom at the ho-
tel and turn on the shower to hot and allowed the steam from the hot water to remove the wrinkles. Or just
get the iron out.

Now, how do you pack the trailer? It s very important that you keep enough of the weight forward of the axle

center point to maintain a positive hitch load. If you put too much in the rear of the trailer, the coupler will be

pulling up on the hitch point all the time. That is not a good thing. Most hitches for motorcycles recommend a
hitch load of about 20 to 30 pounds. Try to balance the load so you’ve got a 10 to 15 pound hitch load at the

coupler.

You can measure this using a bathroom scale. Stand on the scale holding the end of the tongue at the height
it attaches to the bike. Note the weight, and then take a measure of your weight alone and subtract it from
the previous measure. This is your tongue weight. If you are carrying a heavy item like large suitcases, be
sure to position them in the center of the trailer just forward of the wheels or the center balance point so it
helps maintain the positive hitch load without over loading the hitch plate. The lighter things like pillows,
coats, and raingear can go in front.

Again, be sure to pack around it to keep it from moving side to side or front to rear. One of the worst things
you can do is to overload a trailer for the motorcycle. Remember, the more weight, the more control you sur-
render in critical maneuvering and panic braking situations.

Oh yes, don t forget the cooler, it can add tongue weight too.

Another worst case motorcycle trailer scenario is to forget the trailer is behind the bike. This is easy to do
with some small trailers as they handle so well and are small enough to be out of sight of the motorcycle
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Rider Education (contd)

rear view mirrors. If the trailer is hard to see in your mirrors, try mounting a small flag or something on the
trailer that you can see in either mirror is a good idea. This will also be a reference for moving into traffic lines,
as well as being a reminder that the trailer is back there.

ALWAYS DOUBLE CHECK to be sure the coupler is LATCHED and LOCKED! Safety chains properly at-
tached to the motorcycle too. If you ride in a group, no one will take kindly to your trailer coming loose in front
of them.

Finally my last warning, check and make sure the trailer tongue stand is up and secured before moving as it
will make a lot of noise when dragging it across the parking lot or driveway. Been there, done that, felt real

stupid.
Be Safe!

February 2009 Rider Education Article------ Terry N. Toye Sr. GWRRA 264896, Master 7155, Susan Toye
GWRRA 264896-1, Master 7154
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Chapter G
Member Spotlight
Chris Dillon

Hello Chapter G! | guess I m the lucky one this
month, and that s okay. | have not had a chance to
meet everyone in the Chapter, so maybe this will
help you know a little more about me. Well, here it
goes, a little bit about myself.

First, | was born in El Paso, Texas on May 9, 1966
which makes me 42 years old (in case you were
trying to do the math). 1ve lived in Texas all my life.
My parents moved to Houston when | was five
years old. | ve been in the surrounding areas of
Houston ever since, but mostly on the northeast
side of town.

I currently work for a small oil company, Midtex Oil, out of Conroe. | drive a fuel tanker transport truck for
the company. A family-owned business since 1966, Midtex Oil provides quality fuel and lubricating prod-
ucts across the south-central and eastern parts of Texas.

In 2003, | had an unfortunate thing happen to me. | had a massive stroke affect the left side of my body
and could not walk or use my left arm. | was out of work for about a year. The doctors told me that |
would never drive a truck or ride a motorcycle again. Not to prove them wrong, but | ve recovered well,
and | m driving a truck and riding a motorcycle. If you have any questions, feel free to ask. | have no
problem answering your questions.

I am divorced and have an awesome 11-year old daughter who lives with her mom. Yes, | am single, so
if you know anyone that would like to go on some of our rides, send them my way and Thanks! That s
enough about me.

Now a little history about my love of motorcycles. | ve been riding ever since | was a little boy. | started

off on a Honda Trail 70 then to a Honda XR 75. | had a few other bikes, but there were just too many to
list. In my teens, | started getting into street bikes. | had a Kawasaki 440 Ltd and a Kawasaki 600R. As
you know, as we get older, the bikes get biker. | got a 1982 Gold Wing 1200 Interstate and then went to
a 1993 Gold Wing 1500. | now own a 2008 Gold Wing. Where it ends, | don t know. But riding truly is a

passion of mine. It s been great getting to know everybody and being a part of Chapter G!

Everybody ride and stay safe!
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Membership Enhancement
By Anne & Larry Seal
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