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Rain, rainé rain?  Sure is dry!  Maybe Marshall or I should consider leading a 
ride.  That might help develop some liquid sunshine! 
 
The summer months are here.  The riding schedule will change to either morning 
rides or evening rides to help keep us out of the hottest part of the day. 
 
Wing Ding will be here before you know it.  Hotel rooms are still available, so if 
you are considering attending, you still have a great chance to have a place to stay 
and enjoy some really great roads. 

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  S a m  

Special points of interest: 

* Chapter G on the Web: www.gulfwings.com 

* Texas District Website: www.gwrra-tx.org 

* Region H Website: www.gwrra-h.org 

* GWRRA Website: www.gwrra.org 
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GWRRA Gulf Wings Chapter òGó Newsletter is 

published by Chapter òGó Members. 

Disclaimer:  Articles, website addresses, maps, and 

cartoons express the opinions of the authors and 

do not  necessarily reflect the opinions of the 

Chapter Staff members or the membership.  Chap-

ter òGó (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-

racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-

dresses or cartoons submitted.  Chapter òGó as-

sumes no responsibility for the advertising con-

tent within this publication.  All warranties and 

representations made in articles, websites and 

advertising content are solely that of the advertis-

er and any claims regarding its content should be 

taken up with the author, webmaster, or advertis-

er.  The  Chapter assumes no liability with regard 

to its advertisers including errors of information, 

typographical errors, errors of omission, misprints 

or failure to place advertising in this publication 

except for the actual cost  of such advertising or a 

correction/retraction.  Under no circumstances  

shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or 

consequential damages, loss of business or ser-

vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise 

stated above. 

!ǎ ƻŦ aŀȅ ннΣ нлмм 

уΣсср ƳƛƭŜǎ   -   !//L59b¢ Cw99Η 

#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ' 
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The Gulf Wings Newsletter 

Officers: 
 

Chapter Director: 
Sam & Anita Belinoski  -  281-469-5755 
Email: sam@samanita.com 
GWRRA # 131632 & 131632-01 
 

Assistant Director: 
VACANT 
 
 
 

Chapter Educators: 
Rick & Terry Fritz  -  281-256-1801 
Email: fritz1n2@att.net 
GWRRA # 307833 & 307833-1 

 

Officers: 
 

Membership Enhancement: 
Philip Blair & Erin Gilligan  -  832-244-9621 
Email: philipblair@comcast.net 
GWRRA # 201709 & 201709-01 
 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Jerry & Darlene Worley  -  281-516-1944 
Email: worleybird@live.com 
GWRRA # 289772 & 289772-01 
 

Team Members: 
Ride & Email Coordinator: 
VACANT 
 

Team Members: 
 

Couple of the Year: 
Gene & Barbara Mings  -  832-671-8523 
Email: mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 
GWRRA # 171121 & 171121-01 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Lynda Hoot  -  281-755-6830 
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GWRRA # 12423-01 
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"ŌŊ $ńŗňŖ 

!ǎ ƻŦ лрκннκнлмм 

EVENT NAME LOCATION DATES CONTACT PHONE E-MAIL 

ERC Awesome Cycle 05/28 Sam Belinoski 713-557-4577 sam@samanita.com 

Breakfast Ride ??? 06/04 Sam Belinoski 713-557-4577 sam@samanita.com 

Dinner Ride  
For parts 

unknown yet 
06/18 Sam Belinoski 713-557-4577 sam@samanita.com 

Dinner Ride 
Itõs too early to 

tell 
07/02 Philip Blair 281-970-3292 philipblair@comcast.net 

Wing Ding Knoxville, TN July 6-9    

   Buy Now Buy Now Buy Now    Chapter G Ride Line:  281Chapter G Ride Line:  281Chapter G Ride Line:  281---469469469---880488048804   

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ но ŀǘ тΥол ǇƳ 

ŀǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ wŀƴŎƘ ..v 

.%84 #(!04%2 

-%%4).' 

Next Team Meeting, 7:00 pm  

Thursday, June 9 At Rancho Real 
on FM 249 between Perry Rd. & 

Grant Rd.  

Anyone is invited to join in the Team Meeting 
if you have any ideas you would like to share...  
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Rider Education 
 

Every morning, I read the Houston Chronicle while enjoying a good 

cup of coffee.  When perusing the City & State section, one occasional-

ly sees an article on motorcycle accidents.  However, a brief article re-

cently caught my attention.  Two motorcyclists riding with a larger 

group were killed when struck by a pickup truck on Texas 105 near Cut 

and Shoot around 6:15 pm on a Wednesday.  I was somewhat taken 

aback.  How could this happen?  Isnõt there safety in numbers? 

Yes, there is safety in numbers.  One of the many benefits to riding in groups is increased visibility.  As no de-

tails were provided in the article, one can only speculate as to the reasons why this tragedy happened.  How-

ever, riding in a group is a skill, and itõs a skill that improves each and every time we, as a group, ride together. 

GWRRA Chapter G is blessed to have many experienced ride captains to lead us on our group rides.  The ride 

captain is the leader of a òteamó of motorcyclists.  Depending upon the number of motorcycles on a given 

ride, the ride captain breaks us out into sub-groups for increased safety, but he/she is always in control and 

leads the teams.  Each of us in these sub-groups must work together and depend upon each other to have a 

safe and enjoyable ride. 

Group riding is a coordinated movement of motorcycles and riders in an orderly process.  Safety improves 

with orderly movement, and orderly movement improves with communications and understanding for-

mations and procedures.  Chapter G can provide you with an excellent primer on the guidelines for group 

riding.  The small booklet covers hand signal communications.  Even if you have a CB radio on your bike, your 

team riding buddy on the motorcycle next to you may not.  It is essential that we all know how to communi-

cate with one another.  The booklet presents additional topics as formations (staggered and single file), rider 

spacing (the 1 and 2 second rule), as well as lane changing and stopping.  I encourage you to go back and 

review the guidelines.  If you donõt have a copy, please ask me for one. 

Group riding is an enjoyable experience with most leading to fine culinary destinations that will tweak our 

taste buds.  However, we must know how to safely ride in groups.  Above all, ride your own ride.  If at any 

point you feel uncomfortable, tell the road captain.  He/she will do their best to ensure your safety as well as 

everyone in the group.  Accidents do happen, but the odds can be cut considerably by all of us sharing the 

responsibilities to maintain the discipline of formation riding, sharing our knowledge and experience with 

others and improving our own riding abilities.  

Ride Safe! 

June 2011 Rider Education Article 

   Richard L. Fritz, GWRRA 307833 and Terry Fritz, GWRRA 307833-1   

Safety in Numbers? 

Group Riding 
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Who is that man with the sword??  

The Spartan in Me  

For those that believe all conventions (rallies) are alike must not have visited the Louisiana 
District gathering recently.  Ok, so cruising East on I -10 isnõt the ideal ride, granted. But 
once you get there, the fun begins.  Opening ceremonies had a live Cajun band, and the out-
fits that each district Team member was wearing was something to be seen.  All the regular 
activities were to be had from Rider Education, to vendors, to lots of fun.  The most unique 
part was the costume party on Saturday night.  Remember where we were.  Those folks in 
Louisiana take this stuff seriously; and they have fun doing it.  I was part of the Region 
Team, whoõs dress was to be togas.  Letõs seeé wrap a sheet around me and throw a weed ha-
lo on my head.  Need to do better than that!  Unfortunately, there were cameras everywhere.  
But if you arenõt having fun, you arenõt doing it right!  By the way, the region team won for 
best group costumes!  

 

I hear Rick Fritz had the opportunity to 

ride Co-Rider not long ago and enjoyed 
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Open House 

Join us Saturday, June 4th, starting at 12:00 noon, as we take part in the Big Bike Parts 
 National Open House.  Register to win door prizes throughout the day and an amazing 

Grand Prize:  A gift certificate worth $250 in Big Bike Parts merchandise! 
Everyone who registers will also be entered in Big Bike Parts national Sweepstakes Drawings.   

 
Our Grand Prize drawing will be held at 5:15 p.m. ï you must be present to win! 

 
Weôll have soft drinks and snacks, and some good sales going on.  And if you want to stay 

and show off your bikeôs LED lights after it gets dark, weôll stay open late. 
 
 

   Where: Texas Cycle Chrome 
     17352 Northwest Freeway 
     Houston, TX  77040 
     (Highway 290 between Beltway 8 and Jones Road) 
 
   When:  Saturday, June 4th 
     12:00 p.m. until after dark 

How to Prepare for Your High School Class Reunion 
by Kathy Norwood 

Several months ago, Brian decided he wanted to attend his high school class reunion (of which I must say surprised me), 
but I agreed we should go. Anyway, I graduated from the same high schoolðjust 6 years later-so I thought it would be fun. 
But who wants to fly home for a few days and then just fly back?  Not us, so we (on our Colorado trip in Sept of last year) 
talked with Jim and Teresa Cook about joining us on a trip through the Great Smoky and Appalachian Mountains on our 
way to Brianõs class reunion. What better way to relax and prepare to see people you havenõt seen in 35+ years?  And to 
make it even better, Carl and Carolyn Swenson joined the four of us on our trip.  So, on Monday, April 18th, we all set 

out for a 2 ½ week jaunt over to Tennessee and North Carolina for a moun-
tain adventure. 

The first couple of days, we meandered through the countryside of Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Tennessee on our way to our first òrealó stop ð the Jack Daniels Dis-
tillery in Lynchburg, Tennessee.  Even if you donõt like Jack Daniels, it is an interest-
ing place to see how things are still made the way they have always been made.  The 
tour guide was an authentic, local resident of Lynchburg which made our tour all that 
more enjoyable.  An interesting fact you may not know is the county in which Lynch-
burg is located is òdry,ó so you have to go to the next county over if you want to pur-
chase a bottle of Jack Daniels.  Nope, you canõt buy a bottle at the distillery. 

Continued on page 11 
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Membership Enhancement 
By Erin Gilligan & Philip Blair 

Each month, every person who attends the Chapter 
Gathering will get a yellow ticket.  The lucky winner will 
receive a $10 gift certificate to the Valley Ranch BBQ.  

Last month½s winner was Lou Rucker. 

Every participant in Chapter G is important to us.  Please let us know if you 
have suggestions or news you want to share with the Chapter.  Just contact us 

at erin@texascyclechrome.com.  We welcome your input!  

25 Chapter G Members  

2 Vistors  
Kurt & Pam Massey - Chapter Director X2  

Don Roberts, winner of the 50/50 drawing  
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To all the ºSweet Taters» in my life!! 

Tater  People 
 

Some people never seem motivated to participate, but are just content to 
watch while others do the work.  They are called ºSpec Taters». 

 

Some people never do anything to help, but are gifted at finding fault with 
the way others do the work.  They are called ºComment Taters». 

 

Some people are very bossy and like to tell others what to do, but don½t 
want to soil their own hands.  They are called ºDick Taters». 

 

Some people are always looking to cause problems by asking others to 
agree with them.  It is too hot or too cold, too sour or too sweet. 

They are called ºAgie Taters». 
 

There are those who say they will help, but somehow just never get around 
to actually doing the promised help.  They are called ºHezzie Taters». 

 

Some people can put up a front and pretend to be someone they are not. 
They are called ºEmma Taters».  

 

Then there are those who love others and do what they say they will.  They are always prepared 
to stop whatever they are doing and lend a helping hand.  They 

bring real sunshine into the lives of others. 
They are called ºSweet Taters». 

 
Hope you know more ºSweet Taters» than any of the other taters!! 

The Gulf Wings Newsletter 

Love  those  ºSweet 
Taters»!! 
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Chapter Merchandise w/Older Logo 

CapsñNOW 

$10 each 

Short Sleeved T-Shirts  

NOW $15.00  

Long Sleeved T-Shirts  

NOW $20.00  

Polo Shirts 

NOW $15.00 

10 Caps 2 X Large 

4 XX Large 

2 Small 

1 Medium 

3 X Large  

1 XX Large 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 XXLarge 

 

Merchandise w/Newer Logo 

Caps & Visors 

($10 each) 

Denim Shirts - Ladies 

Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-Ladies 

Faded 

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-Men 

Faded 

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts - Men 

Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

34 caps 

 

37 visors 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 XX Large 

The Gulf Wings Newsletter 

graciously operated by Mary Ann Bearb 

How to Prepare for Your High School Class Reunion - continued from page 8 

From Lynchburg, we made our way a little north and west toward the Cherohala Skyway 
which begins in Tellico Plains, Tennessee.  We stopped at a quaint little barbeque place 
which had excellent Tennessee barbeque.  I use that term because there is a distinct differ-
ence between Tennessee and North Carolina barbeque.  After filling our stomachs and 
quenching our thirsts, we headed over the Skyway which led us through smooth, windy 
roads with spectacular views of the mountains. Over the Skyway into Robbinsville, NC, we 
headed to a hotel, unloaded our trailers, and off to the òDragonó we went.  Someone cer-
tainly had a vision.  Take a very windy road in the mountains with beautiful scenery, add a 
store with apparel and òstuff,ó a hotel and some advertising (along with word of mouth), and 
presto, you have yourself a rather lucrative business.  The 11 miles and 318 curves, better 
known as òThe Tail of the Dragonó attract a wide variety of motorcycles as well as cars.  
After òtaming the dragonó twice, we headed down the Hellbender 28 for a slightly easier 
ride but with equally as scenic views. 

Our next full day in Robbinsville took us over to Franklin where we picked up Highway 64 
toward Highlands, better known as the Waterfall Byway.  This was one of my personal fa-
vorites.  This one road is the home of several breath taking waterfalls, one of which has falls 
you can walk behind and one that allows you to drive under the falls.  After our òfallsó 
morning and a touch of fog, we headed over to Cashiers (pronounced Cash-ers) for some 

North Carolina-style barbeque. 

Continued on page 12 
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How to Prepare for Your High School Class Reunion - continued from page 11 

On our way back to Robbinsville, we stopped in Bryson City since Rob-
binsville resides in the only òdryó county in North Carolina. Not sure 
how we managed that, but after departing Bryson City with our bever-
ages in tow, we rode through the area of Nantahala Gorge.  This might 
have been when Carl asked if every road in North Carolina had a river 
or creek running beside it.  There is one area where you can go canoeing 
on the rapids, view some smaller falls, or just go shopping.  When we 
got back to the hotel, our friend, Arnold Parr, and a few of his friends 
who were also on a little jaunt, showed up at the same hotel.  And since 
we had already scoped out the town the night before for places to eat, 
we took them to a really good restaurant for dinner.  Should have seen 
Arnold òflirtingó with our waitress!  She was a little fisty! 

The next day, we left Robbinsville headed to Maggie Valley, home of the Wheels Through Time Museum.  For those of you who have 
been to the motorcycle museum in the Hill Country, you havenõt seen anything yet.  This is a must see for motorcycle enthusiasts! 
The museum also has a few cars that might peak your interest.  After a scrumptious lunch at the Holiday Diner, we headed back to-
ward Cherokee, over the Blue Ridge Parkway into Gatlinburg.  Boy; has this place changed!  Completing our leg for the day, we 
headed over I-40 with a brief ride through the mountains, and into Asheville, NC. 

Our target for our first day in Asheville ð ride the Blue Ridge Parkway toward Blowing Rock (a little over 100 miles).  Along the 
way, we stopped in at the Folk Art Center, Grandfather Mountain and the mile high Swinging Bridge, and on toward Blowing Rock 
for a late lunch.  On our way back, we traveled highway 221 to a road known as òthe Diamondback.ó  This road may not be as long, 
but it could certainly be considered a pre-ride for the Dragon.  After that, we traveled a short distance down the Parkway to Highway 
80.  This led us down roads with huge Christmas tree farms and lots of scenery.  Our second day in Asheville was devoted to a visit at 
The Biltmore Estate.  They were holding the Festival of Flowers during our visit and it certainly did not leave us disappointed.  We 
completed our tour through the house, lunch at The Stable Café, a walk through the gardens and Conservatory, and last but not least, 
a tour and tasting at the winery. 

Heading out of Asheville the following day, we took Highway74A over through Chimney Rock and Lake Lure and into Gastonia NC 
(just outside of Charlotte).  We again found a hotel, unhooked the trailers, and into downtown Charlotte we headed to the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame.  You might say, òIõm not a big NASCAR fan,ó but not being a NASCAR fan myself, I can honestly say this visit was a 
good one.  The museum has 4 levels and a little bit of everything to please almost anyone.  If you are a NASCAR fan and plan to visit, 
I would suggest planning to spend the majority of a day there.  It is very interactive.  That night, we had dinner with my cousin and 

her new husband before we headed out the next day to my hometown of Fayetteville which was the location of Brianõs class reunion.  

The first night we arrived in town, we took the Cooks and Swensons for some really good seafood.  The next day was pretty ugly 
weather wise, so fearing they may go hungry, we picked up our friends in 4-wheelers, and yes, headed out for an even different 
barbeque, eastern North Carolina style, my favorite!!  The next day, they headed to Wilmington, NC (home of Carolina Beach) and 
enjoyed lunch at a marina and headed back just in time to meet the manager of an arena football team that was in town.  Wouldnõt 
you know they got floor seats for free?  Brian and I were just glad that they were enjoying their time.  Brian and I attended his class 
reunion on Saturday, which was pretty fun, but we were off again early Sunday morning. 

Since Brian had to get back to work, our trip back was mostly interstate, but we 
did manage to ride about 100 miles of the Natchez Trace Parkway on our return 
trip home.  Our last day, we started out with light rain for about 3 hours or so, but 
given the weather we had dodged during our entire trip, we were due.  Just to give 
you an idea of how much bad weather we dodged, the last week of our trip was the 
week the tornado went through Tuscaloosa AL and many other locations through-
out the Gulf and Mid-Atlantic states during a 7-10 day period.  We were very 
blessed. 

So, if you ever think about going to a class reunion, hope our way to survive a class 
reunion is a little inspiration to you all!  Brian and I would like to thank Jim and 
Teresa Cook and Carl and Carolyn Swenson for their great friendship and a spec-
tacular trip! 

The Gulf Wings Newsletter 


