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Gene’'s MUsSINGS

Hello once again Gulf Wingers,

Our chapter is beginning to get back into the habit of riding. | wonder if the
weather has anything to do with it. We have had several good outings in our last
month. Thanks to Sam for taking the ‘Ride Leaders Unite’ event and to Marshall
leading our group in the Ride for Kids. Yours truly had a group of 3, ride to
Killeen to participate in the District Rally. Be sure to read the article in this
newsletter.

We have a completely new District Staff in place so if you want to know who our
new leaders are please go to the district website and check it out; http:/
www.gwrra-tx.org/. There is a lot of information there for your enlightenment and
enjoyment.

Our Newsletter Editor keeps asking for your input so please help her out. This is
our vehicle to keep you, our members, informed of happenings in the chapter.

A good time was had by all who attended our progressive dinner. As you may
recall, it was just a bit stormy that day. A great big THANK YOU to Sam & Anita
for volunteering at the last minute to hold the entire dinner at their home. That's
going above and beyond the call of duty. This is just another example of
Chapter G members stepping up when the need arises. You are all
WONDERFUL FOLKS.

You may not know just how much planning goes into our Annual Toy Run but
our Mr. Marshall LeGard is already putting things in motion for this year's event.
Hotel contracts have just been wrapped up. He is a one man show putting his
heart into making this a wonderful CHRISTMAS experience for some really
great Kids. | asked him about the decorations for his Goldwing and he stated
that he has a scheme in the works. That gives you all a target. See if you can
out decorate him. It hasn’t been done since he started.

Keep the rubber side down and MAY GOD BLESS AMERICA,
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Event Name Location Dates Contact Phone E-Mail
Bomber Field Luby’s 6/5 Gene Mings 832-671-8523 | mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net
Blueberry o .

] Luby’s 6/12 Sam Belinoski 713-557-4577 sam@samanita.com

Festival
Hill Country tbd 6/25-27 tbd tbd thd
Dinner Ride Luby’s 7/18 Gene Mings 832-671-8523 | mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net

The Editor’'s Corner
by Kathy Norwood

Recently, members of our Chapter participated in a Patriot Guard Ride to pay respects to a local fallen hero.
Marine Cpl. Jeffrey Johnson, 21, of Tomball, was killed in action in Afghanistan on May 11th along with a
fellow Marine, Sgt. Kenneth May, Jr., 26, of Kilgore, Texas. The two Marines were supporting combat
operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan when they lost their lives.

According to the Department of Defense website, there have been 4,401 fatalities as of May 21st during
Operation Iragi Freedom (“OIF”). There have also been 1,070 fatalities during Operation Enduring Freedom
(“OEF"). For those who do not know, OIF includes casualty numbers that have occurred in the Arabian Sea,
Bahrain, Gulf of Aden, Gulf of Oman, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Persian Gulf, Qatar, Red Sea, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates. OEF includes casualties in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan and 13 other
countries including the Philippines, Jordan and Yemen.

Why do | bring this up? Because this coming Monday, May 31st, is Memorial Day. Memorial Day, originally
called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation’s service. Memorial
Day was officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand
Army of the Republic and was first observed on May 30, 1868. The holiday was initially meant to recognize
those who lost their lives in the Civil War, but the South refused to acknowledge the day until after World War
I when the purpose of the holiday changed to remembering those who died fighting all wars.

Did you know there was a resolution passed in Dec 2000 which asks all Americans “to voluntarily and
informally observe in their own way a Moment of remembrance and respect, pausing from whatever they are
doing for a moment of silence or listening to ‘Taps™ at 3 p.m. local time? So this coming Monday, no matter
how busy you may think your day is, take a few minutes at 3 p.m. to pay your respects to those who have
fallen AND to those who served helping to protect our country and freedoms as we know them. They have
given us much, much more and certainly deserve our respect on a day chosen to remember and honor them!

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY to all our Vets and our deepest sympathies to the families of those who have
Fallen!! We Thank You!
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

BIRTHDAYS

- 1 2 3 4 )
Tommy Duncan 6/21
Erin Gilligan 6/22
Donna Rodgers 6/23
Pat Armstrong 6/29 |6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Staff
Meeting

ANNIVERSARIES

Philip Blair & Erin Gilligan 6/13 {13 14 15 16 17 18 19

RIDES

Bomber Field (“Big Boys”) 6/5 |20 21 292 23 24 25 26
Blueberry Festival 6/12 Chapter

Meeting
EVENTS

27 28 29 30

Hill Country Weekend 6/25-27

Please note: Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time. During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day. Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you'd like to eat).
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July 2010
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BIRTHDAYS

Ted Kelley
Gene Mings
Lois Roberts
Mary Ann Bearb

ANNIVERSARIES

Jerry & Darlene Worley
Walter & Linda Griffin

RIDES

Dinner Ride

EVENTS

7/10
7/15
7/25
7/29

7/9
7/12

7/18

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Staff

Meeting
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Chapter

Meeting

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Please note: Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time. During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if

safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day. Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you'd like to eat).
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Chapter G Company Store

graciously operated by Jerry and Darlene Worley

FIRE SALE on Old Chapter Merchandise

Volume 22, Issue 6

)

Caps—NOW Short Sleeved T-Shirts Long Sleeved T-Shirts Polo Shirt?/
$10 each NOW $15.00 NOW $20.00 NOW $15.00
10 Caps 4 XX Large 2 Small 2 Medium
2 Medium 1 XXLarge
3 X Large
2 XX Large
\E)i NEW Merchandise in Stock 2
S5t =
Caps & Visors |Denim Shirts— Denim Shirts-Ladies [ Denim Shirts—Men [ Denim Shirts-
($10 each) Ladies-Dk. Blue |Faded Dk. Blue Mens—Faded
($25.00) ($25.00) ($25.00) ($25.00)
34 caps 1 Small 1 Small 1 Medium 1 Medium
1 Medium 1 Medium 1 Large 1 Large
37 visors 1 Large 1 X Large
1 X Large 1 XX Large
" # $% &
( o %
( + ’ - , , !
%) ( + ) )
! I 0 ( ( 1 2+ $" 334 (
) - % ( &) o+l
"% ++ ( %
( 1
5% "M




The Gulf Wings Newsletter Velme 22 [SELe

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT

by Anne & Larry Seal
GWRRA No. 246032 & 246032-1

“A Chapter G Welcome” to Our April Visitor:

Maurine Mings Brown

“Get Well Wishes” are extended to

Bea Parr (Breathing Problems)

Pat Armstrong (Knee Surgery)

(And to anyone we may have missed.... we wish you edspescovery as welll)

“Our Congratulations” goes out to

Don Clanton for winning the 50/50 drawing
Carolyn Swenson for winning the “Cap/Visor Drawing”!

Marshall LeGard and Linda Johnston on the birth of gvandchildren!!!

“Special Thanks Is Extended To:

Anita & Sam Belinoski for hosting the Progressive Dinnleiseems everything progressed to their home
due to the bad weather earlier on Saturday Thanksplming your home to us afal a great time!

Barb & Gene Mings for bringing the main course The Mexteaod added a “South of the Border
Flair” to the rainy day!

Darlene & Jerry Worley for putting together the “low caddnilesserts!

Lynda Hoot for making the “Chapter G” cake .... It was todgu to eat! Beautiful job Lynda!

To everyone who attended .... All the dishes were wonderfahd getting
together made for a fun afternoon Thanks to ALL!!

** Always Remember: Every participant in Chapter G is important to us. Please let us know if you he any suggestions or “news”.
Just e-mail or phone any of the Officers or Staff.You will find the contact information in our roster, on our websitehttp://qulfwings.com
or in our newsletters. It's your Chapter and we wéome your input.
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RALLY THE TROOPS
in Killeen, Texas, May 6 — 8, 2010
by Gene Mings

Our District Rally in Killeen, Texas was attended by yours truly, Gene Mings, Jerry Worley, Marshall LeGard
& Linda Johnston (we needed some class in the group). We left Thursday morning, May 6, and arrived in
Killeen about 2:00pm. We had a nice gentle ride up.

We went to the Convention Center to register and get the requisite arm bands for the rally. After checking into
our hotel rooms, Marshall, Jerry and Gene rode over to Killeen Power Sports for the opening ceremonies.
This included having the opportunity to drool over all the new bikes in their showroom, hotdogs & drinks along
with the JEEP RACE and kind words from our District Directors, Ken & Barbie Peterson.

Now about the jeep race.... All chapter directors who attended the Midwinter Roundup received a baggie full
of wood blocks. These blocks were to be converted into something resembling a “jeep”. | put my hand to the
blocks, glue, belt sander and paint to come up with an entry. You had to use your imagination.

After all the folks stood in line to get their hotdogs (1 back yard grill) the race was on. All entrants, about 24
out of 41 Texas chapters had an entry, lined up for the crowd to see. The race consisted of marking the park-
ing lot into 6 foot spaces and the rolling of the dice. This was done by Mandy Mew, our new Co-District Direc-
tor and Carolyn Barton, our District MED Coordinator. Depending on what lane you were in, you moved so
many spaces based on the dice that came up with your lane number on it. If you were in lane 5 and a 5 came
up you moved 1 space, two 5s 2 spaces, etc.

Because of the large number of entries 3 heats were held to determine who would be in the final. Chapter ‘G’
took 1% place in the 2™ heat making it into the runoff for the final. We also took 1% place in that heat. The final
for bragging rights wasn’t quite as good to us. We finished in 3" place.

After the race we headed out to find a real dinner then off to bed for Friday’s events. Well, we thought we
were off to bed. Marshall & 1 went to I-HOP and drank our way through 2 pots of coffee, then bed. Jerry &
Linda were the smart ones | think. They did go to bed.

Friday was supposed to include a demonstration by the US Army’s Mounted Horse Cavalry but the event was
called off by the Army due to security issues on the base. That was a bit disappointing. | think several came
just for that activity. The extra time provided the opportunity for the Talent Show and USO Dance to begin
early. Folks, we have some truly talented GWRRA members. You missed a really great evening. The weather
was great so we took the opportunity for a day ride and of course, FOOD.

Saturday was spent lounging, going through the many vendors and just having a lazy day. The closing cere-
monies began at 4:00 and we were out by 6:30 or so. As part of the festivities we were introduced to our new
District Staff from the Directors on down. We even have a new Treasurer. Pamela, thanks for all of your help
over the many years you held that position. Leona has some big shoes to fill.

Sunday had us on the road home for an uneventful trip. I'm sorry that more of you didn’t make the trip. You
missed out on a good time. Maybe next year???
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Pictures from District Rally in Killeen
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THE GREAT NON-PROGRESSING PROGRESIVE DINNER...
by: Back Seat Barb

Yes, that's a first, | think, but a fun evening for all anyway. As you know, the weather was storming
all Friday Eve and all day Saturday just until we all got to Sam and Anita’s. As Gene and | were
re-arranging the planned outdoor main course, Anita called and offered to rescue us and Jerry (who
was doing the desserts without Darleen). We were all going to be traveling by cars, so we’'d not
have much of a ‘ride’ between homes anyway. That's the way our first ‘Non-progressing’
Progressive dinner started. You should have been there to see the way it ended. (Upstairs in the
Billiards room). We had 25 signed up to start with, and with only a couple no-shows we had a great
time... Rain or no Rain!

THANKS AGAIN TO SAM & ANITA FOR HOSTING THE ENTIRE DINNER ):

GREAT JOB!!!!
to
Linda Hoot
on the Chapter G cake
for the Progressive Dinner!!!!

5 Grand Time

And I

Wwas had by Alll
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More Pics from the Rally and Progressive Dinner
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A Journey for the Class “M” Endorsement
by Terry Fritz, Chapter Co-Educator

Now more than ever, the world of motorcycling welcomes women who love to take control and ride.
Preliminary data collected by the 2008 Motorcycle Industry Council Owner Survey suggests that
more Americans are riding for transportation; not just recreation, and that a greater percentage of
women are taking to the road on two-wheels. Through the first three quarters of 2008, the survey
was finding a 29 percent increase in the percentage of female owners, compared to 2003. That last
survey found that 9.6 percent of owners were women. Over the first nine months of 2008, the
number had grown to 12.4 percent.

| wanted to be a part of this growing percentage of woman riders. | wanted to trade the back seat for
the front. Bottom line? | wanted control of the iron steed! So, | took the basic riders course on April
27th and 28th.

Day 1: The class consisted of 11 people; 5 women and 6 men. Ken, our instructor, was in his late
60’s and explained to us over and over again that he was not our babysitter. We needed to pay
attention for riding a motorcycle was serious business. We were separated into 3 teams and were
told to choose a name for ourselves. There were only three of us in our group, so we called
ourselves the Backyard Burners. Ken asked if any of us had ever ridden a motorcycle or bicycle
before. Everyone in our class had ridden a motorcycle in the past or were riding one currently
(ilegally, | asked myself?).

We spent 3 hours in the reading part of the course. The rest of the time we were out on the range.
The training bikes were 250cc Kawasaki’'s. They had seen better days; some had no tail lights left
but the signal switch was still in working order. The clutches on the bikes were loose, but they still
did the job. Getting back on a motorcycle after almost 30 years was not particularly scary for me. |
actually felt exhilarated. | wanted to get the bike going and do everything they told me to do, and |
wanted to do it right. Walking the bike was kind of neat, but when they got us throttled up and
shifting gears around the course the adrenaline flowed. On this day, wind was cool and the course
was in focus. | felt like a kid again, and the day ended with high hopes and an attitude of wanting to
ride again. We performed 8 lessons on the range. They sent us home with our books and told us to
finish up all the questions and to be ready for the written test.

Discussing the types of helmets, what to look for in safety gear, how to avoid bad situations,
watching the videos and taking feedback on different scenarios really makes you more aware of the
bikes on the road. During our breaks, some of us would discuss why we were taking the classes
and what we thought of the lessons. We bounced some of the danger zones off each other and how
we would react. | think this helped us more in our classes and with the exam. | was fortunate to be
with a good group of people.




Page 13 Volume 22, Issue 6

The Gulf Wings Newsletter

Day 2: We were down two women. We finished up our reading course and took the written exam. |
was so proud of my brain actually being able to remember the answers to the questions. | made a
94 percent. Floating on air and a tad over confidant, | was now focused on the task of acing the
driver’'s test. We had 8 more range lessons to learn.

What | hadn’t counted on was the heat. Believe me folks, if you feel the danger of heat exhaustion
happening be very careful, drink lots of fluids and cool down whenever possible. At the beginning of
the lessons, | was doing the figure eight, the short stops, and avoiding obstacles along with taking
the curves and maintaining speed. By four o’clock, | was so ready to get it over with and so hot |
could barely determine the correct way to ride the bike. | was disoriented and trying to control the
bike at the same time. Though | did not drop the bike or hit anyone, | sure failed the test.

| was told | had thirty days to retake the test, so with my tail tucked between my legs | headed home
and went straight into a cold shower. On May 8™ | went back for the retest. | am proud to say |
passed that drivers test. There is nothing like the sweet feel of success.

On Monday May 10" | took my hard-earned voucher and went to Hempstead DPS office to take the
written exam. | passed it first time out. | am now legally able to become acquainted with my Gold-
wing Trike and, after a few hundred miles under my belt, to start taking weekend rides with Chapter
G.

| learned a great deal regarding motorcycle safety and defensive driving while on the road on a mo-
torcycle. | honestly believe all drivers of the 4-wheeled variety should be required to take a motorcy-
cle awareness course in order to possess a driver’s license. | have noticed a more heightened
awareness when | am driving, and | am constantly looking all around for danger zones. Next up?
Put 5,000 miles on my ‘Wing and replace that Co-Rider patch with RIDER! Be Safe.
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281-447-3476
10102 NORTH FREEWAY

Jay Phillips - Sales 281-447-3476
Corky Farmer - Service 281-447-0316

Rob Ramirez - Parts/Acc 281-447-6337




