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Here we are looking June in the face. Where has the year gone?

There were 8 GoldWings, a van and the rolling Taj Mahal that made
the annual pilgrimage to Branson, Missouri this year. See the article
by our Assistant Chapter Director for the blow by blow description of
our outing.

Our progressive dinner was a huge success as usual! There was
lots of good food and good fellowship for all. Thanks to our host
homes: Jim & Teresa Cook, Don & Deborah Clanton and Ray &
Linda Hoot. For those that didn’t make it, you missed out big time.

If I didn’t know better, | would think we were into the beginnings of a
good old Texas summer. The temperature is climbing and the
thunderstorms are starting to pop. Hopefully, the weather will
cooperate with our riding. | look forward to seeing you on 2 wheels
soon.

Your staff is actively looking at new logos for our shirts, and we are
just about ready to present it to the Chapter. Keep your eyes open
and try to spot it.

Keep the rubber side down!
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Safe Miles

As of
May 17, 2009

34,601 miles
ACCIDENT

Next chapter meeting: Thursday, June 25, 2009
at 7:30 PM at Valley Ranch BBQ

Chapter G Ride Line:
281-469-8804

Find Chapter G on the Web:
www.gulfwings.com

Texas District Website: www.gwrra-tx.org
Region H Website: www.gwrra-h.org

GWRRA Website: www.gwrra.org
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GWRRA Gulf Wings Chapter “G” Newsletter
is published by Chapter “G” Members.
Disclaimer: Articles, website addresses, maps, and

cartoons express the opinions of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the

Chapter Staff members or the membership. Chap-

ter “G” (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-
racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-
dresses or cartoons submitted. Chapter “G” as-
sumes no responsibility for the advertising content
within this publication. All warranties and repre-
sentations made in articles, websites and advertis-
ing content are solely that of the advertiser and a
claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the author, webmaster, or advertiser. The
Chapter assumes no liability with regard to its
advertisers including errors of information, typo-
graphical errors, errors of omission, misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication ex
cept for the actual cost of such advertising or a
correction/retraction. Under no circumstances
shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, loss of business or ser-
vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise
stated above.
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Your Chapter G Officers & Staff

Officers:

Chapter Director:

Gene & Barb Mings

832-717-3157

email: mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net
GWRRA # 171121 & 171121-01

Staff:

Ride Coordinator:

Tom Rumney
713-856-6961

email: trumney@tc-con.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Assistant Director:

Tom & Carolyn Rumney
713-856-6961

email: trumney@tc-con.com
GWRRA # 170081 & 170081-01

Chapter Educators:

Terry & Susan Toye
832-698-1728

e-mail: ttoy45@att.net

GWRRA # 264896 & 264896-01

Don & Deborah Clanton
713-680-9577

email: don.clanton@clantoncpa.com
GWRRA # 292061 & 292061-01

Email Coordinator:

Tom Rumney
713-856-6961

email: trumney@tc-con.com

Membership Enhancement:
Anne & Larry Seal
281-890-8771

email: sealwithteal@yahoo.com
GWRRA # 246032 & 246032-01

Staff:

Couple of the Year:

Arnold & Bea Parr
281-356-3039

email: bea_parr@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor:

Kathy & Brian Norwood
281-855-7285

email: tarheelintexas@comcast.net
GWRRA # 274300 & 274300-01

Webmaster:

Sam Belinoski
281-469-5755
sam@samanita.com
GWRRA # 131632
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BIG DATES

as of 5-15-2009

Event Name Location Dates Contact Phone E-Mail
RIDE Luby’s May 30th Marshall LeGard | 713-207-3629 | mlegard@swbell.net
RIDE (7:30 am) Luby’s June 13th Sam Belinoski 713-849-0422 | sam@samanita.com
, . minsdy-
RIDE Luby’s June 20th Gene Mings 832-671-8526 nasty@sbeglobal.net
RIDE Luby’s June 27th Jim Cook 281-507-5277 | jcool45@yahoo.com
Wing Ding 31 Tulsa, OK July 2-5

The Editor’s Corner
by Kathy Norwood

Hello again Chapter G members! Where does time go? It seems like yesterday when | wrote last
months editor’s corner, but here | am again! Maybe time has gone by so fast because of the great events
our Chapter has had of late! For those of you who traveled to Branson, I'm sure you would agree a great
time was had by all. The weather (once the first group arrived in Branson) and fellowship was fantastic!
And then, the Progressive Dinner on May 9th - Please say thank you once again to the Cooks, Clantons
and Hoots for being such gracious hosts for the event and to all those members who participated!

What about the torrential rainfall we had on April 27 & 287 Brian and | received almost 14 inches within a
24-hour time span at our home. | know one Chapter member had some water in his home and my heart
goes out to him. After lke, | know what an inconvenience it can be to have damage to your home. My
best to him in the days to come getting his home back to “normal,” and | hope everyone else faired well.

So Mother’s Day has come and gone, and now it is time to celebrate the wonderful men in the Chapter
who are fathers. Yes, it's that time again on June 21st. Father’s Day originated in the US and was first
celebrated on June 19, 1910 in Spokane, Washington because a daughter (Sonora Dodd), who after
listening to a Mother’s Day sermon in 1909, wanted to celebrate her father who was a widowed Civil War
veteran left to raise 6 children on a farm. The first presidential proclamation was issued in 1966 by
President Lyndon Johnson designating the third Sunday in June as Father’'s Day and was made
permanent by Richard Nixon in 1972. So, if you are one of the estimated 73% of Americans who plan to
celebrate Father's Day, here are some interesting tidbits for you:

There are an estimated 66.3 million fathers in the US today;
There are 2.3 million single fathers with children under the age of 18;
102 million cards are expected to be given this year in the US (making it the 5h largest event for
Hallmark); and
It is estimated there are 143,000 stay at home dads currently in the US.
So, Happy Father’s Day to all the “Dads” in the Chapter.
Here’s to Happy Days, Good Friends and Great Rides! Be Safe and Have Fun!




Page 4 The Gulf Wings Newsletter Volume 21, Issue 6
June 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 RIDE—Open

10

11

Staff Meeting

12

13 Ride—Conroe for
Breakfast (7:30)

Happy Anniversary

Erin Gilligan &

Philip Blair

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 Ride—Gene
Mings

21 Father's Day

Happy Birthday
Tommy Duncan

22

Happy Birthday

Erin Gilligan

23

24

25

Chapter Meeting

26

2( Ride—Jim Cook
(League City to hear
Marshall’s band)

28

29

Happy Birthday
Pat Armstrong

30

Happy Anniversary
Harry & Brenda
Trigleth

30

Please note: Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time. During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day. Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you'd like to eat).
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July 2009
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 Happy 4th!!
Wing Ding 31 Wing Ding 31 Ride
(July 2-5) (July 2-5) Wing Ding 31
(July 2-5)
5 6 4 8 9 10 11 Ride-Open

Wing Ding 31
(July 2-5)

Staff Meeting
Happy Anniversary
Jerry & Darlene
Worley

Happy Birthday
Ted Kelley

12

Happy Anniversary
Walter & Linda Griffin

13

14

15

Happy Birthday
Gene Mings

16

17

18 Ride—Open

19

20

21

22

23

Chapter Meeting

24

25 Ride—Open
Happy Birthday

Lois Roberts

Ice Cream Social
5pm

26

27

28

29

Happy Birthday
Mary Ann Bearb

30

31

Please note: Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time. During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if

safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day. Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you'd like to eat).
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MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT

by Anne & Larry Seal
GWRRA No. 246032

A “Chapter G” Welcome to our April Visitors

Pam Wood Liz Nelson
Chris Richardson Bob Drennan
Sherry & Joshua Smith Butch Blackmon

“Thinking of You and Wishing You Well".....

Cheryl Harris (Harry Trigleth’s sister is extremely ill with a rare skin cancer.)

Our “Congratulations!” are extended to.....

Brian & Kathy Norwood for receiving their Level 1 patches.
Carolyn Swenson for winning the 50/50 drawing for April.
Anne Seal for winning the Vest drawing for April.

“Hugs and Thanks” to.....

Teresa & Jim Cook for hosting the appetizers...Deborah & Don Clanton for hosting the entrée...
Linda & Ray Hoot for hosting the desserts at our Progressive Dinner. | know everyone had a
wonderful time, and we appreciate each of you for inviting us into your beautiful homes to enjoy
fellowship and some really good food!

Special “Thanks” extended to.....

Butch Blackmon for bringing us additional information about the “Ride for Kids” on Sunday, April 26
and the Texas Honor Ride.

and to...

Lois Roberts for bringing us information regarding the 32nd Annual Texas Open Chili Championship
held May 9, 2009.

** Don't forget—Every participant in Chapter G is important to us. Please let us know if you have any
suggestions or “news.” Just email or phone any of the Officers or Staff. You will find the contact information
on page 2 of this newsletter, in the roster or on our website at http://www.gulfwings.com.

It's your Chapter and we welcome your input.




Page 7 The Gulf Wings Newsletter Volume 21, Issue 6

Chapter G
Member Spotlight
Ernie Blankenship

How and Why | Started Riding Motorcycles (Bikes)

My first motorcycle (I will try to use bike instead of
motorcycle from now on thru out this article to save
space) was a BSA 650 bike, a early 50's model,
which my parents bought for me after | turned six-
teen and had received my driver’s license.

I’'m sure they figured this was the least expensive _ : .:1 P "
route for them to get me out of their hair. This way B CRAZY HORSE,
they didn’t have to let me use their car and they did- = 5
n't have to take me to practice since | played sports & ¥ o B
all year round. Also, a bike didn’'t use a lot of gaso- e : £0 FAMS

line to get from here to there. Actually, | really didn’t
care what type of transportation that | had, as long
as | could get on it or into it and take off when | got

the urge. :

| really enjoyed the bike because you would be surprised of how many teenage girls that you can pick
up with one of these things. Also, | never found a traffic jam or slow traffic that | couldn’t get around or
get through it on a bike, with just a little ingenuity and stupidity. Since | was from a community where
everyone knew when you had a bowel movement (even though I lived out in the country), | did quickly
learn that you had to use a little white lie every now and then when my parents would confront me with
“So and So saw this kid on a bike doing some awful stupid and dangerous things” which | easily con-
vinced them it had to be someone else.

| guess the thing that | remember the most about owning my first bike was how far someone can slide
on a brick street without half trying. You see, a friend and | was riding my bike just after a rain and go-
ing way too fast when | decided that | wanted to turn onto this street. Well, | turned the front wheel and
the next thing | knew, he and | were sliding down this street right behind my bike. | guess we slid
about 10 to 15 yards but thank goodness neither one of us got hurt. Or the bike! My friend reminds
me about every time | go back home he thinks that the only thing that stopped him was a brick that
stuck up farther than the others and he has sworn that he will never get on behind me again.

The only problems that | had with my first bike was that it wasn’t the best thing for riding in the rain or
during the winter time. | grew up in West Virginia you see, and | had also finally figured out (remember
| was a teenager and still learning) of how much fun there was to having transportation that had heat
and a back seat in it (used for double dating, of course). Plus, it was really hard trying to convince girls
to ride in the rain or to ignore the cold. So | decided that | needed to upgrade my transportation
mode and that is when | started to work on my parents of the why’s and why not’s of owning a car in-
stead of a bike. It took me a while but | finally graduated from my first love, my bike, to my first car and
a totally different world.
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Member Spotlight (contd)

My second bike was a Triumph 500cc hill climbing bike which | bought from my brother in 1970 or
1971. It was probably a 1967 or 1968 model. Since | hadn’t had a bike for about 12 years and | lived
out in the country, | figured | needed something that would get me back into the woods without me
exerting a lot of energy and time by having to walk. | had plenty of places that | could ride since
there were a lot of old roads that | could ride on. | would load up my two kids (they were about 5 to 7
years old at this time), and we would take off riding and enjoying the off road places. Enjoying
nature!

Whenever my Ex and myself got an opportunity, we would get my parents to watch the kids for
several days and take off on the bike to visit my relatives in West Virginia and the southwestern
parts of Virginia. Besides us enjoying being on the bike, this gave us an inexpensive way to enjoy
the country roads and feeling the freedom, | think, that a bike gives someone.

| guess the most memorable thing that | remember about having this bike was the times that me and
my ex rode down mountain curves where we would come out of one curve and then lean into the
next curve. This was really a lot of fun but maybe not too bright, sometimes.

My ex-wife and my kids and | moved (transferred) to Houston, Texas in 1974 and of course | brought
my Triumph with me. After about a year, | saw that Houston and the Houston traffic wasn’t the best
place to ride a bike that was designed to use where there were hills. My kids were getting bigger and
| didn’t really enjoy taking them out for a ride since you had to drive so defensively. So | decided to
sell my second bike.

| bought my next bike, my 1996 Aspencade that | have now, after having lunch with a good friend of
mine. Somehow, the conversation got onto him owning a bike, a GoldWing, and the fun that he had
riding and the next thing | knew, | was asking him questions about his GoldwWing and which bike, in
his opinion, had the best ride. He started giving me the pro’s and con’s of the Harley Davidson and
the GoldWing. | mentioned to him that | would be interested in buying a Goldwing since | was now
single again and had plenty of free time. | had been with Compagq for over 3 months which normally
meant that | would have a job for a while. He said he would look around and let me know if he saw
anything that | might be interested in.

So after that day, | started looking a GoldWing. About a month or two later, my friend called and told
me where this Honda GoldWing was that he thought | would be interested in. | went down to Honda
of Houston, when they were on Bingle and looked at it and told the salesman that | was interested in
it and to have the owner call me. That weekend, the owner called and we worked out a deal. | was
now the proud owner of a 1996 GoldWing with just 2100 miles on it.

| bought me a bike, but then it occurred to me that | hadn’t ever rode a bike this big and heavy and
plus it had been about 15 years since | had ridden one. | talked the person that | bought it from into
delivering it to my house in Magnolia, because | knew that it was going to take me a couple of days
to get accustom to riding again.
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Member Spotlight (contd)

| started off riding in my yard and then ventured out onto the back roads around my neighborhood.
On my first day of riding and after venturing out of my yard, | found out how heavy a GoldWing is.
You see, | was turning into the driveway, a gravel driveway of a friend of mine in my subdivision, to
show him my new bike, and | turned the front wheel too sharp to the right and the next thing | knew
my GoldWing was in between my legs, laying on the ground. So here | was, with this big heavy
monster laying in between my legs, me staring at it wondering, what do | do now. | was pretty sure |
couldn’t pick it up by myself and by then I could see that my friend wasn’t at home so that made it
even worse. Then I noticed that my friend’s neighbor was mowing his yard. So | had no choice but
to ask this person to assist me in raising my bike. We got my GoldWing upright and | thanked him,
and then | rode off to explore some other back roads. Soon | was confident enough to venture out on
the open roads but I still tried to stay away from the expressways.

A month or so had passed and | was talking to the same friend that | had lunch with and we were
talking about people to ride with and he mentioned that he knew of a GoldWing chapter in Tomball
that | should check out. Later on he emailed me the internet address of Chapter “G”. | logged onto
the address and looked around and decided | should attend one of the meetings to check out the
chapter and the people involved with this chapter.

After | worked up the courage to attend a chapter meeting, | found a group of people that were really
friendly who made me feel welcomed. It looked like | had found a group of people that were sincere
in what they were doing and liked to ride as much as | do and made me feel like | was part of the
Chapter “G” family.

| can honestly say that my new bike has brought me great satisfaction, in addition to introducing me
to some great friends, but it has also enabled me to see some very beautiful countryside around the
good ole U. S. of A.

Now, | have over 150,000 miles on this bike and | started off with just 2100 miles on it.

And as Paul Harvey says, now you know the rest of the story. Good Day!

Chapter G Company Store

graciously operated by Jerry and Darlene Worley

Caps Short Sleeved T-Shirts Long Sleeved T-Shirts Polo Shirts
($18 each) ($20.00 ea.) ($25.00 ea.) ($20.00)
13 Caps 3—X-Large 2 Small 1 Small
4 XX Large 2 Medium 1 Medium
3 X Large
2 XX Large
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Branson, Missouri—2009 Trip
Article by Tom Rumney; Pictures by Kathy and Brian Norwood

The Chapter Branson trip started from the Shell Station in Conroe at IH-45 & Loop 336S on Satur-
day, April 18, 2009 with threatening rain. The group consisted of Tom & Carolyn Rumney, Dennis &
Terry Beavers, Marshall LeGard, Gene & Barb Mings, Carl Swenson, Ted, Linda, & “Mom” Kelley
riding in their cage, and Buddy & Doris Garrison, riding in their newly acquired rolling Taj Mahal.

We departed from Conroe shortly after 8:00 AM, with 5 bikes & 4 trailers, 1 minivan and 1 RV. This
year instead of following US 59 all the way to Texarkana, we all had current passports, so we were
permitted to venture into Louisiana. The threatening rain turned into real rain and the 5 riders all got
to test the effectiveness of their rain gear as all the co-riders opted for cages. By late afternoon, we
had managed to arrive safely at our destination for the night at the Comfort Inn in Arkadelphia, AR.
After freshening up a bit, we made the short trip across the freeway to the Cracker Barrel and then
back for a good nights rest.

In the morning, we were on the road around 8:00 and took the scenic Route 7 from Arkadelphia to
Harrison, AK through Hot Springs and a bunch of other little towns in the mountains. If you have
ever traveled the road, you know that it was laid out by an Ozark Mountain snake; a beautiful motor-
cycle trail but not much of a road for cars or to make good time on. The rain continued off and on
throughout the day so that added an interesting element to the experience. Once again, the Owners
of the “The Cliff House” just south of Jasper, AK welcomed us in for a great lunch and a little drying
out. The damage to trees in that area from an ice storm back in the winter was absolutely incredible.
We continued on through Harrison and then up Hwy. 65 to Branson.

Starting Sunday night and proceeding though Friday night, everyone kind of did their own thing in
Branson with shows, shopping, dining, and riding in the hills as well as visiting Gene’s Gallery in
Springfield. Three bikes joined up with us on Tuesday: Brian & Kathy Norwood, Jim & Teresa
Cook, and Arnold Parr. Three bikes left on Wednesday which left us 5 remaining for the return trip.

Jim and Teresa Cook Dinner at Texas Land & Cattle—The “Landing”
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Branson—2009 (cont'd)

“The Gang” at Branson Landing “Fire and Water” show at Branson Landing

The group gathered up and left Branson on schedule Saturday morning at 8:00 AM for some more
Ozark mountain roads and an unknown Sunday night stopping point. We traveled west on MO 76

Preparing to leave “The Lodge” in Branson Single Lane Wood Bridge in Arkansas

and then south into AK which took us down the Pig Trail and through a bunch of little towns in AK.

When we turned west, we climbed the mountain up to the Queen Wilhelmina (SP) Lodge and then
down the mountain into OK. Because of the relatively small group, we were able to travel all the way
to Longview, TX to spend the night.

We left Longview about 8:00 AM on US259 and on to US79 and then on to Hwy 19 for lunch in
Huntsville. After lunch we said our goodbyes since we knew we would turn off 1-45 at different
points.

Branson is a really neat area and a convenient multi-day trip destination. | think everyone had a
good time, we had a safe trip, and we managed to skirt the rain on the return trip.
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More 2009 Branson Photos

Arnold Parr “on the road again” “Meeting of the Minds”

Arnold Parr “captured” in the Norwood's side view mi rror

One View of downtown Eureka Springs, Arkansas Up the Road to Queen Wilhemena State Park, Arkansas
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Progressive Dinner Photos

Thanks the
) Cooks,
Again
Clantons
to
&
Our Hosts

Hoots
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And a Few More Progressive Dinner Photos
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Rider Education

Being Cool
by Terry & Susan Toye

Summer is upon us, and we still want to get out on “Toye’s Toy” and ride. But, there are things that
we need to be aware of. The summer heat and wind can take a lot out of you, and that is your natu-
ral body coolant, “water”. And that can be dangerous!

Water will be used in several ways to keep our body temperature under control as we enjoy our
rides in the heat. Plan to maintain your hydration level. Every time you stop for gas or a rest break in
hot weather, take time to drink enough fluids to replace what you lose through perspiration. This
should be at least eight ounces per hour during the heat of the day. This should only be water or
drinks that contains electrolytes. Drinks with alcohol, sugar and caffeine should be avoided because
they reduce the body's ability to release heat. While you are riding, some of your perspiration is
soaked up by your clothes and is carried away by the air flowing around you. And some moisture
evaporates directly from your skin. It must all be replaced to keep your system hydrated. A simple
way to determine if you are getting enough fluids is to monitor your output at rest stops. In short, if
you are drinking frequently but don’t have to go at each rest stop, then you probably are not drinking
enough. Modify this as necessary for your own situation. Carry a bottle of water to drink from when-
ever you need it. Be sure to refill it at rest stops.

Remain aware of your own physical condition. Exposure to too much heat for too long can result in
hyperthermia. This is the condition where your body cannot properly regulate your internal tempera-
ture and your temperature rises uncontrollably. If allowed to reach this state, it is a medical emer-
gency requiring immediate medical attention. The key is to prevent your body from reaching this
condition. Watch for symptoms like fatigue, dry lips, and feeling hot. As symptoms progress, heat
cramps may occur in the legs or abdomen. This could mean your body has lost too much water and
cannot produce any more sweat, the principal means of temperature regulation. Without the ability to
sweat, the core temperature of the body will rise quickly. Other early warning symptoms include con-
fusion, headache, dizziness, redness of the skin, often most noticeable on the face. If you notice any
of these symptoms in yourself or those riding with you, find the nearest place to sit down, drink lots
of water, and relax in the shade or an air conditioned space. Remove gear and loosen clothing to
allow the body to cool itself. Increase the frequency of breaks during the hottest part of the day. And
definitely get out the water absorbing collar or soak your shirt at this time. It will help bring your body
temperature back down.

Many riders know that if you keep your neck cool, because your veins that feed your brain are so
close to the surface, you greatly diminish these health risks. A 'cool collar' is made from a tube of
bandana material that contains some water absorbing beads sewn into it. Allowing the beads to get
saturated with water will increase in size about 50 times over when they are dry. The water
evaporating from them as you ride will help keep the veins in your neck cooler and help keep your
core temperature down. This helps, but stopping and drinking plenty of water and wearing the right
gear, and you can enjoy riding safely even in the hottest weather.

Be Safel

June 2009 Rider Education Article------ Terry N. Toye Sr. GWRRA 264896, Master 7155, Susan Toye
GWRRA 264896-1, Master 7154
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Rider Education
Where to Find Cooling Products

Cooling products including vests, doo rags and neck coolers can be found at the following websites.
These sites were found from a search on the web and have not been vetted by the Chapter Officers
or Staff.

http://www.motorcycledreamin.com/
Neck Coolers & TechNiche Evaporative Cooling Vests

http://www.climatechsafety.com/
Body Cooling Clothing

http://www.mscooling.com/
Cooling Climate Control Products

Recommended by the National MS Society

See the article “Summer’s Coming:Plan to Cool It"- MS magazine (April-June 2004)
www.polar-products

www.mistymate.com

www.bodycooler.comtek.com

www.glaciertek.com

OR just do what the cows do!!!

Take a dip in the local pond..........
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www.hondaofhouston.com

Honda of Houston offers great prices on tires and
tire installation. Why pay more ??7?

Priority maintenance programs available for
Goldwings
and other Honda motorcycles.
Cover all of your scheduled maintenance for a
substantial discount.

All Current Goldwing
Models in stock at all
times. Come feel the
Honda of Houston
Difference.

The Largest parts and accessories
department in the city!!!

Honda of Houston ﬁs

12655 West Road
Houston, TX 77041

281-506-1300 Ove“
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281-447-3476
10102 NORTH FREEWAY

Jay Phillips - Sales 281-447-3476
Corky Farmer - Service 281-447-0316

Rob Ramirez - Parts/Acc 281-447-6337
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