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Hello Gulfwingers,

Don’t look but we are already turning the page on the calendar for 2010.
Inside this issue: This is going to be a great year for having fun doing what motorcyclists
do best—qgetting out and riding.

Chapter Information 2 We had 5 members, Mr. Terry Toye, Rick & Terry Fritz, our new Chapter

Educators, and Marshall LeGard and I, attend the District Staff meeting in

Big Dat d Editor's C 3 . . . .

19 ates and =dtiors Zomer Killeen on Jan. 9". We came home with news of our District rally to be
February Calendar 2| held in May. Stay tuned for more on this.
March Calendar 51 You will want to mark your calendar for these upcoming events. On

February 6™ & 11™ our Music Man and the Kurland Street big band will

TOYRUN **1 be performing. Look for more info in Tom’s weekly emails. March 13" will

Polar Bear Ride 1012 | be our annual Blessing ride. Our sister chapter X2 is celebrating their
birthday rally on March 20™. March 25/27 is the Region H rally in

Membership Enhancement 13| Marshall, TX. April brings our annual pilgrimage to Branson, MO from the

10" through the 18™.

Rider’s Education 14-15

AWord from Rick and Terry  16-17 | Our weather should start to improve as the days go on, so should our
chapter rides. If you have a favorite restaurant or destination, we would

Cls(piEr SO S 171 love to have you lead a chapter ride and share with the rest of us. If you

don’t want to lead the ride then con someone else into it.

Honda of Houston 18

Texas Cycle Chrome 19| God Bless America & Keep the rubber side down,

Northwest Honda 20
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Safe Miles
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January 15, 2010

2,880 miles
ACCIDENT

The Gulf Wings Newsletter

Chapter G Ride Line:
281-469-8804

Find Chapter G on the Web:
www.gulfwings.com

GWRRA Website: www.gwrra.org

Next chapter meeting: Thursday, February 25,
2010 at 7:30 PM at Valley Ranch BBQ

Texas District Website: www.gwrra-tx.org

Region H Website: www.gwrra-h.org
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GWRRA Gulf Wings Chapter “G” Newsletter
is published by Chapter “G” Members.
Disclaimer: Articles, website addresses, maps, and

cartoons express the opinions of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the

Chapter Staff members or the membership. Chap-

ter “G” (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-
racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-
dresses or cartoons submitted. Chapter “G” as-
sumes no responsibility for the advertising content
within this publication. All warranties and repre-
sentations made in articles, websites and advertis-
ing content are solely that of the advertiser and a
claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the author, webmaster, or advertiser. The
Chapter assumes no liability with regard to its
advertisers including errors of information, typo-
graphical errors, errors of omission, misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication ex
cept for the actual cost of such advertising or a
correction/retraction. Under no circumstances
shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, loss of business or ser-
vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise
stated above.
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Your Chapter G Officers & Staff

Officers:

Chapter Director:

Gene & Barb Mings

281-259-4438

email: mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net
GWRRA # 171121 & 171121-01

Assistant Director:

Tom & Carolyn Rumney
713-856-6961

email: trumney@tc-con.com
GWRRA # 170081 & 170081-01

Chapter Educators:

Rick & Terry Fritz

281-256-1801

email: peppersnasco@sbcglobal.net
GWRRA # 307833 & 307833-1

Staff:

Ride Coordinator:

Tom Rumney
713-856-6961

email: trumney@tc-con.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Don & Deborah Clanton
713-680-9577

email: don.clanton@clantoncpa.com
GWRRA # 292061 & 292061-01

Email Coordinator:

Tom Rumney
713-856-6961

email: trumney@tc-con.com

Membership Enhancement:
Anne & Larry Seal
281-890-8771

email: sealwithteal@yahoo.com
GWRRA # 246032 & 246032-01

Staff:

Couple of the Year:

Arnold & Bea Parr
281-356-3039

email: bea_parr@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor:

Kathy & Brian Norwood
281-855-7285

email: tarheelintexas@comcast.net
GWRRA # 274300 & 274300-01

Webmaster:

Sam Belinoski
281-469-5755
sam@samanita.com
GWRRA # 131632
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BIG DATES

as of 1-15-2010

Event Name Location Dates Contact Phone E-Mail
Lovelady Ride Luby’s 2/13 Gene Mings 832-671-8523 | mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net
Blessing Ride Luby’s 3/13 Marshall LeGard | 281-550-5338 mlegard@swbell.com
X2 RaIIy Luby’s 3/20 Larry Seal 281-890-8771 | sealwithteal@yahoo.com

The Editor’'s Corner
by Kathy Norwood

It's really hard to believe it's 2010 already! It seems like yesterday when everyone was worried and/or excited
about Y2K. Well, no great catastrophe after all the hype, so let's continue to move on! Last month, we traveled
(so to speak) over to the Austin area, and | shared some great food locations with you. This month, we are going to
travel a little farther south and a little more west (have you guessed it) to the Hill Country area around Kerrville.

| would like to start with the roads known as the “Twisted Sisters. ” Better known on a map as FM 335, 336 and
337, you owe it to yourself to go ride these roads if you have never done so. These roads are not lacking for
“twisties” or scenery. And if you've never been to the Lone Star Motorcycle Museum in Vanderpool, you owe it to
yourself to stop and appreciate motorcycles dating back to the 1910s, and if your appetite happens to creep up on
you while you are marveling at all the “two-wheelers,” the ACE Café just happens to be inside the museum. If
you're wondering where Vanderpool Is located, it's about 30 miles west of Bandera and less than a mile south of
Lost Maples State Park on Highway 187. FM 337 can get you there or just take a look at the map on the
museum’s website. | also understand there is a hotel in the area that caters to folks riding motorcycles.

If you're looking for a quaint place for breakfast, try the OST in Bandera. Bandera is just far enough from Kerrville
to work up a morning appetite, and the folks at the OST will certainly do their best to take care of any hunger or
thirst you may have. To get there from Kerrville, you can take Loop 534 (near I-10 and the YO Ranch Resort) to
689/173/Bandera Highway all the way to 305 Main St in Bandera where you will find the OST. Or if you are looking
for dinner after a day of riding, you can try The Lakehouse on Junction Blvd or River's Edge on the Guadalupe
River. Or if you're just hanging around town for the day and prefer brunch, try the Hill Country Café on Main or the
Santo Coyote on Sidney Baker. For lunch, try Classics-Burgers and Moore on Sidney Baker S or Buzzies BBQ on
Schreiner St (voted one of the 50 best BBQ in Texas by Texas Monthly magazine).

No matter what you're looking to do, the area around Kerrville has plenty to keep you busy. You can ride the roads
around Kerrville in several directions and not get bored. Or if you would like to stay close, Stonehenge Il is just a
short distance on FM1340 west from Hunt toward Mo-Ranch. The woman in your life might appreciate a stop at the
headquarters location of the craftsman James Avery which is located approximately 3 1/2 miles north of I-10 on
Harper Road. Trust me, every woman can find something she likes in a James Avery store. In February, there are
roping events, big band performances, my personal favorite chocolate fantasy weekend, Mardi Gras and so on.

So, suffice it to say, you can go to Kerrville for the weekend and not get bored. | know | am looking forward to a
return trip. If you have a favorite place in Texas to travel, send me an email and | will share it with our readers. Until
next time, have fun but ride safe!!




BIRTHDAYS

Bill Burgess
Les Armstrong
Diane Canepa
Linda Griffin
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February 2010
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

2/4
2/10
2/24
2/26

ANNIVERSARIES

Gene & Barbara Mings
Sam & Anita Belinoski

RIDES

Lovelady, TX

EVENTS

No scheduled events

2/22
2/24

2/13

1

2

3

10

12

Staff Meeting

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Chapter Meeting

26

27

28

Please note: Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time. During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day. Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you'd like to eat).
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BIRTHDAYS

Carl Swenson
CB Burgess
Walter Griffin
Linda Rucker
Ray Morris
Terry Beavers

ANNIVERSARIES

Delbert & Kim Walton
Doran & Maryln Jones

RIDES
Annual Blessing Ride
X2 Rally

EVENTS

3/2
3/14
3/22
3/23
3/28
3/30

3127
3/31

3/13
3/20

Region Rally—Marshall 3/25-27

Coming in April
BRANSON 4/10-18
Ride for Kids 4/25

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 2 3 4 ) 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Staff

Meeting

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Chapter
Meeting

28

Please note: Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time. During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day. Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you'd like to eat).
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Northwest GWRRA Toy Run 2009
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Toy Run—At the Hotel

Presents may not be under a tree, but it
certainly is a show of support from the
many GWRRA members involved!

Special Thanks to the Rodeo Clowns
for Donating their time to the cause!

MANY MANY Thanks to
ALL Chapters and their
members who participated
and made this year’s Toy
Run a success!!!!
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More Toy Run 2009

Facts about this year’'s Toy Run:

This year’s event benefited 133 children and about 53 family members.

There were approximately 50 motorcycles in the parade.

Approximately 15 Blue Knights donated their time to escort the parade.

Thank You, Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year from one of the

1l

-

Special Thanks to the Blue Knights for
escorting the Parade to the Event Hotel.

Disney on Wheels

1l

This Year's Toy Run Winners
Best Decorated Goldwing & Trailer
Marshall LeGard (G)

Best Decorated Trailer
Marshall LeGard (G)
Best Decorated Cruiser

Robin Thacker (N2)
Best Decorated Goldwing

Don Roberts (G)
Best Decorated Trike

Steve Seligman (N2)

Best of Show
Mark & Robin Smith (N2)
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Notes of Appreciation
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Polar Bear Ride 2010

This year’s Polar Bear Ride was quite a success given Mother Nature’s chilly beginning to the New
Year. Marshall LeGard did the honors of being this year’s Polar Bear “Grand Marshall” (no pun
intended) with 18 bikes and 3 cars for a total of 27 folks at the beginning of the ride. The ride started
with a chilly 37 degrees but warmed up to a balmy 52 degrees by ride’s end. What a pleasure it was
to have Linda Johnston and Butch Blackmon (and my honey as well) join in the festivities! Knowing
the folks involved, I'm sure everyone had a grand time and shared in lots of camaraderie! For those
of us who were not able to join in the fun, the next few pages have some pictures from the grand
event!

Can you say Hot Chocolate and Coffee?

Future GWRRA members????
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More Polar Bear Ride 2010

I]

Of course there was food!!!

And here we all are so nicely
lined up in a row!
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At the Relay Station
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MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT

by Anne & Larry Seal
GWRRA No. 246032 & 246032-1

Happy New Year To Everyone!

May we all have a Safe, Successful, Healthy and Fun  2010!

*kkkkk

“‘Get Well Wishes” are extended to

Kathy Norwood

*kkkkk

“Congratulations” goes out to

Gene Mings for winning the 50/50 Drawing!

Good Wishes and Congratulations to Phil Blair and E  rin Gilligan on the birth of their
1% grandbaby. Thorn Anthony Fulco was born on Decem  ber 13, 2009 at 9:15 pm and
weighted 6 Ibs. 70zs.. Our congratulations to al | of your family!

Marshall LeGard for another successful Toy Run! | believe this was Marshall's 10 ™ year to
organize and plan the Annual Toy Run. It was execut ed without a flaw. The children and all
the elves had a great time. Our thanks Marshall f  or all your hard work!

Also, Congratulation to those of you who won awards for your decorated bikes!

*kkkkk

“Our Special Thanks”

Thanks to Deborah & Don Clanton for hosting our 200 9 Christmas Party....
As always, there was good food, fun and everyone ha  d a great time.

Also, a thank you to everyone who brought all the d elicious dishes to add to our holiday
calorie count!

** Don't Forget .. Every participant in Chapter G is important to us. Please let us know if you have any suggestions or “news”. Just e-mail
or phone any of the Officers or Staff. You willfi  nd the contact information in our roster, on our we bsite http://qulfwings.com _ or in our
newsletters. It's your Chapter and we welcome your input.
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Rider's Education

Riding the Polar Bea r Express

(The Art o f Staying Warm)
by Richard and Terry Fritz

It's been 20 hours since “kickstands up” for the 2010 Polar Bear ride as | sit in the comfort of my studio with a
warm cup of coffee and reflect on the event. In our little corner of the world, we are blessed with weather
conditions that enable us to ride year round. However, we must meet challenges of the various seasonal
elements nature tends to throw our way. On this day, the very essence of the name, Polar Bear Ride, lived
up to its moniker... COLD. Not cold to a polar bear's standards, but COLD to a southeastern Texas
motorcyclist’s standards.

Eighteen motorcycle riders and co-riders geared to up meet this chilly challenge. As | rode to the Luby’s
parking lot, a digital sign kindly informed me that the temperature was 37 ¥, so | feel comfortable in predi cting
that the temperature at the time of departure was around 40F. Now, using a wind chill calculator, let's h ave
a quick look at a moving motorcycle at this temperature at various speeds. When the ambient air
temperature is 40F, a 30mph ride drops the effective temperature down to 28F or below freezing. At
55mph, it's down to 25F. Also, keep in mind that w ind generated on a moving motorcycle will cause
moisture to evaporate more rapidly from your body, thus depleting your body heat from exposed areas.
Remember, the faster we travel, the colder we feel.

If we factor in the relatively fixed position of a motorcycle rider/co-rider, this wind chill can impair the rider’s
thinking resulting in slower reaction times. Cold fingers may become to numb to manipulate the controls.
And that cold shiver running up and down your spine isn’t just uncomfortable, but may well be a warning sign
of hypothermia.

Many of us may associate hypothermia with incidents at sea (in water temperatures below 70F) or lost hikers
in the winter wilderness. But as we have seen in the wind chill example above, it can occur in temperatures
above freezing. Hypothermia occurs when your core body temperature drops significantly, and it can be
deadly. As a motorcyclist, one early sign of potential hypothermia is starting to feel cold and indecisiveness.
Real danger signs appear as chattering teeth and uncontrollable shivering. Dizziness or a drunken sensation
may begin as the muscles begin to stiffen.

What can we, as riders and co-riders, do to thwart the effects of cold weather and possible hypothermia?

Our Clothing

Ouir first priority is insulating our body against the cold. This is accomplished in two ways: layering to slow the
rate at which our bodies lose heat and wind-proofing to keep the wind from stealing our heat.

1. The bottom layer should be a good pair of snug fitting thermal underwear that will create a warm
pocket of air between you and the material. Synthetics are said to perform better for this layer than
cotton as they will not hold moisture against your skin.

2. The second (and third; for those so inclined) layer can be a flannel or wool material that provide
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Rider Education (cont'd)

insulation. Again, the idea is to create that warm pocket of air between you and the outside chill.

3. The outer layer needs to provide you adequate wind-proofing and additional insulation, if possible.
Leather is considered the best by many. Should you chose leather, keep in mind that it isn’t water-
proof, so be sure to have a rainsuit handy that will properly fit over the leather. A wet outer layer can
steal away your insulation. As an alternative, one only has to look at your recent issue of Wing World
or the local dealership to know of the large selection of nylon composite materials available that
provides versatile weather protection with many having removable thermal and waterproof liners.

The most important piece of gear a motorcyclist should have is a helmet. In cold weather, the helmet
provides a secondary protection. As with all headwear in chilly conditions, the helmet will keep the heat from
escaping the top of the head. A full-faced helmet will keep you warmer than an open-face helmet; however
placing a face shield on the open-face helmet will provide additional protection from the wind. A balaclava or
other types of nylon face cover under the helmet provides another layer of warmth and protects the exposed
areas of the face from wind currents with minimal bulk. Lastly, a wool or fleece neck warmer can seal the
area around your neck.

At our first stop in Navasota, | spoke with many of the riders who bravely challenged our environment.
Perhaps the number one issue was cold hands. As such, it should be of no surprise that the hands are
particularly vulnerable to the cold. Selection of materials and design are best left to the individual, however
gauntlet type gloves will provide extra protection by sealing the gap between the jacket and glove.

One cannot discount the value of the electrically heated riding gear out on the market today. Electrically
heated clothing provides you the additional value of adding heat to our insulating equation. There was more
than a few times on this ride that | thought about a nice pair of heated gloves.

Our Motorcycles

We already have a good start in riding Goldwings or other properly equipped bikes. The fairing and
windshield provides invaluable protection in blocking the wind. Be sure to properly adjust your windshield to
protect your co-rider as much as possible. The use of wind wings can further deflect the oncoming wind from
around our bodies and legs. In a pinch, the heated exterior around the engine or exhaust system can provide
warmth for your hands or gloves. Just use a little caution and common sense to ensure you do not burn
yourself or your gloves.

In closing, we can, indeed, meet the challenges of cold weather riding by properly preparing ourselves for the
ride. If your body begins to give you signals, heed the warning. Pull into the nearest convenience store and
warm your hands in warm water or use the air dryer, if available. Take some time for a warm cup of coffee or
hot chocolate. You may not realize it, but cold winter air can pull moisture out of your body just as well as
those hot months we're all used to causing dehydration. And keep one thing in mind... those sizzling Texas
summer days are right around the corner. That thought alone is beginning to make me sweat.

Ride Safe!

February 2009 Rider Education Article....Richard L. Fritz, GWRRA 307833 and Terry Fritz, GWRRA 307833-1
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A Word from Our New Chapter Educators
Rick and Terry Fritz

This being our first newsletter as Chapter Educators, we would like to thank all involved with our appointment
to this position and the continuing encouragement and support we are receiving. Both of us are very
cognizant of the fact that we are filling some very big shoes. Terry and Susan Toye have provided a
seamless transition. Now, it's up to us to continue to provide you, our Chapter members, with the quality and
excellence to which you’ve become accustomed. This is a two-way street. We need your valuable input. We
encourage each of you to let us know what you would like to see in monthly presentations or read about in
our newsletters. Drop us an e-mail at peppersnasco@sbcglobal.net or give us a call at 281-256-1801. Even
better, let’s sit down and chat at our monthly meetings.

The Mid-Winter 2010 Round Up was held in Killeen, TX on 9 January. To say the least, it was a relief when
we received word that Terry Toye would accompany us to our first Texas District event. There is nothing like
having a seasoned veteran there to ensure we navigated through the event without getting ourselves in
trouble. Here are a few points taken from our Rider Education Breakout session that may be of interest:

1. Trike Training Courses are now available. As instructed, | went to the Texas Department of Public Safety
website and found the following information:

“In order to receive a class M license you must attend a Basic Rider Course. If you are unable to ride a two-
wheeled motorcycle you may instead attend a trike training course from the list below. Upon successful com-
pletion of the course, submit a copy of your certificate with a letter stating why you are not able to ride a two-
wheeled motorcycle and we will send you a completion card that will meet the class M license requirement.”

Lufkin Motorcycle Sales
Phone: 936-637-7555 (T-S) or 936-674-6767 (S-M)
Curriculum: Evergreen Safety Council (S/TEP)

Steel Steed Instructors
Phone: 281-343-0331
Curriculum: GWRRA and TRI INT'L

I will be contacting these organizations to inquire about their courses and will provide additional information at
a later date.

2. Awards for 2009

Accident Free Award

24 out of 35 Chapters were recognized for this award. Congratulations, Chapter G!
Rider Education Article Award

6 Chapter Rider Educators were nominated for this award for an article written in 2009.

Congratulations to our former Chapter Educator, Terry Toye, for receiving Honorable Mention for his
submitted article.
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3. For 2010, there will be awards presented to Chapters for total accumulation of Safe Miles for the year.
Safe miles are earned during our Chapter rides. For example, during our Polar Bear ride, we had eighteen
(18) motorcycles. The total mileage for this ride was 160 miles. So, Chapter G had 2,880 safe miles.

So, you know what we need to do, Chapter G, to win this award. We need to RIDE as much as possible,
numbers strong and miles safe. Not to mention the great camaraderie and food along the way. That is an
award by itself and we get it... each and every ride.

Chapter G Company Store

@ FIRE SALE on Old Chapter Merchandise @

Caps—NOW Short Sleeved T-Shirts Long Sleeved T-Shirts Polo Shirts
$10 each NOW $15.00 NOW $20.00 NOW $15.00
11 Caps 3 X-Large 2 Small 1 Small
4 XX Large 2 Medium 1 Medium
3 X Large
2 XX Large
\E)l NEW Merchandise in Stock SR
S5t ¥
Caps & Visors |Denim Shirts— Denim Shirts-Ladies [ Denim Shirts—Men [ Denim Shirts-
($10 each) Ladies-Dk. Blue |Faded Dk. Blue Mens—Faded
($25.00) ($25.00) ($25.00) ($25.00)
14 caps 1 Small 1 Small 1 Medium Medium
1 Medium 1 Medium 1 Large 1 Large
40 visors 1 Large 1 Large 1 X Large 1 2X Large
1 X Large 1 2X Large
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www.hondaofhouston.com

Honda of Houston offers great prices on tires and
tire installation. Why pay more ??7?

Priority maintenance programs available for
Goldwings
and other Honda motorcycles.
Cover all of your scheduled maintenance for a
substantial discount.

All Current Goldwing
Models in stock at all
times. Come feel the
Honda of Houston
Difference.

The Largest parts and accessories
department in the city!!!

Honda of Houston ﬁs

12655 West Road
Houston, TX 77041

281-506-1300 Ove“
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281-447-3476
10102 NORTH FREEWAY

Jay Phillips - Sales 281-447-3476
Corky Farmer - Service 281-447-0316

Rob Ramirez - Parts/Acc 281-447-6337




