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Gene s MUsINGS

Hello Chapter G,

Lots of things have happened since our last meeting. We had our Toy Run with its decorated
bikes and parade. The Baas family took top honors in 2 divisions. Alex won best cruiser and Tony &
Yrene took best bike & trailer. Terry Toye officiated as SANTA this year and was marvelous. Of
course he had his lead elf, Susan, there to keep him straight. At the hotel, you could see all of the
hard work that Marshall put into the program. The rodeo clowns, cloggers and all of our GWRRA &
Blue Knights volunteers were just great. The foster families and kids went away with Merry Christ-
mas smiles and we, the providers, went home with a warm heart and a lump in our throats. THANK
YOU ONE AND ALL!

On Thursday, January 1, we held our annual Polar Bear ride and | m happy to report that 24
bikes and 2 cars turned out. That gave us a grand total of 41 G members out that day. WOW!!
Considering the weather that morning you really did yourselves proud. And we were the first group
to reach The Relay Station so life is good.

This month, February, is a quiet month for our chapter so take advantage of it and get lots of
rest. The solitude is not going to last long because March is coming in like a lion! It starts with our
annual Blessing ride. Marshall will be coordinating this for us again this year. It will be held on Satur-
day March 7. We follow that up on Mar. 14™ with Chapter X2 s 10" Annual Birthday Party at Bear
Creek Park. The very next weekend is our GWRRA Region Rally in Marshall, TX.

Please call Bill Burgess if you have any questions on Ride for Kids. Bill has volunteered to
coordinate this event for our chapter. The date for this event is April 26. Check out their website

www.rideforkids.org.
| also want to introduce our Chapter G Couple of the Year for 2009.
MR. & MRS. ARNOLD & BEA PARR
Arnold & Bea graciously agreed to represent our Chapter. Thanks, you two.

Kathy Norwood has agreed to take on the job of Newsletter Editor. She thinks that it pays big
bucks. Please folks, don t tell her any different.

Your CD & Educator along with spouses journeyed to Kerrville for the district annual Midwinter
Roundup training meetings. It is open for anyone who wants to learn more about the workings of a
GWRRA chapter.

Keep the rubber side down,
Gene Mings
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Next chapter meeting: Thursday, Feb 26, 2009
at 7:30 PM at Valley Ranch BBQ

Chapter G Ride Line:
281-469-8804

Find Chapter G on the Web:
www.gulfwings.com

Texas District Website: www.gwrra-tx.org
Region H Website: www.gwrra-h.org

GWRRA Website: www.gwrra.org
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Disclaimer: Articles, website addresses, maps, and
cartoons express the opinions of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
Chapter Staff members or the membership. Chap-
ter G (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-
racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-
dresses or cartoons submitted. Chapter G as-
sumes no responsibility for the advertising content
within this publication. All warranties and repre-
sentations made in articles, websites and advertis-
ing content are solely that of the advertiser and any
claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the author, webmaster, or advertiser. The
Chapter assumes no liability with regard to its
advertisers including errors of information, typo-
graphical errors, errors of omission, misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication ex-
cept for the actual cost of such advertising or a
correction/retraction. Under no circumstances
shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, loss of business or ser-
vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise
stated above.
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Your Chapter G Officers & Staff

Officers:

Chapter Director:

Gene & Barb Mings

832-717-3157

email: mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net

Assistant Director:

Tom & Carolyn Rumney
713-856-6961

email: trumney@tc-con.com

Chapter Educators:

Terry & Susan Toye
832-698-1728

e-mail: ttoy45@concast.net

Staff: Staff:

Ride Coordinator:

Couple of the Year:

Tom Rumney
713-856-6961
email: trumney@tc-con.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Don Clanton

713-680-9577

email: don.clanton@clantoncpa.com

Email Coordinator:

Tom Rumney
713-856-6961

email: trumney@tc-con.com

Membership Enhancement:
Anne & Larry Seal
281-890-8771

email: sealwithteal@yahoo.com

Larry & Anne Seal
281-890-8771
email: sealwithteal@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor:

Kathy & Brian Norwood
281-855-7285

email: tarheelintexas@comcast.net

Webmaster:

Sam Belinoski
281-469-5755
sam@samanita.com
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BIG DATES

as of 1-18-2009

Event Name Location Dates Contact Phone E-Mail
Region Rally TBA March 19-21 | Gene Mings 83825_%1_ nasty@sbaglonalnet
Bear Creek
X2 Rally Park March 14th
Ride for Kids TBA April 26 Bill Burgess 28;4234_ wingrider@sbcglobal.net
. . 713-856-
Annual Branson Trip TBA April 18-26 | Tom Rumney 6961 trumney@tc-con.com

The Editor s Corner
by Kathy Norwood

My first wish for the new year was that everyone had a safe, happy and joyous holiday season, and
I, personally, would like to thank you all for your generosity with the Toy Run! It s such a great feel-
ing to be associated with such a caring and generous group of people who are open to assisting

children who are less fortunate. In that respect, | would say all of us in Chapter G are truly blessed!

As some of you may already know, Don and Lois Roberts have stepped down from their newsletter
responsibilities (a well deserved break | m sure you would agree), and Brian and | have agreed to try
and fill their shoes. A BIG thanks to Don and Lois for their service to Chapter G!! We Il try hard to
make you proud.

With the celebration of the new year behind us, the calendar is on to a heart-driven day, Valentine s
Day. Did you know the origin of Valentine s Day goes back to the year 270? Legend has it a third
century priest named Valentine performed marriage ceremonies despite a ban by the Roman em-
peror. Thrown into jail, the priest formed a relationship with his jailor s daughter, and he signed his
last message to her From your Valentine. | can only bet a few of us have gotten some mileage out
of that phrase ourselves. Speaking of mileage, did you know there is a Texas town by the name Val-
entine about 632 miles from Tomball? Neither did I. Located in Jeff Davis County in far west Texas
near Big Bend, the town sports a population of just under 200 and is at an elevation of 4,432 ft. For
those in the group considering a road trip to Big Bend, it could possibly be a point of interest. You Il
have to let us know if you make it.

Another little tidbit about Valentine s Day. Records show the first Valentine was sent in 1415 by
Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in the Tower of London. The actual
message is on display in the British Museum. | m sensing a disturbing pattern of imprisonment and
love, so on a more positive note, here s hoping your Valentine s Day finds you on the good side of
life with the one you most want to spend it.
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Northwest GWRRA Toy Run

The 2008 Toy Run was another success thanks to the many of you that put in a lot of hard work, your monies
and commitment to see it through. We partnered with the Blue Knights and our good neighbors Chapters M2,
N2, W and X2 to make this a memorable event for the Foster Children of the Northwest Foster Parents Asso-
ciation. | truly believe that is also memorable for us and even our families. Many of you told me so.

| know the children are so exited every year. We have received so many thank you cards from the children. |
have asked Gene Mings to pass them around at our next chapter meeting and to put at least one of them in
this newsletter.

There were 180 children signed up for the Toy Run this year. That's about 20 more than our average. This
meant a lot more had to be accomplished with the buying of gifts, more table sponsorships, more storage
space and more food during hard economic times for us all. Initially, | was very concerned but all of the par-
ticipants came through as usual. That's why | don’t mind chairing this event. If you work with good people, we
can get it done.

| had to sit on the side lines during the event do to back surgery. After months of working with the hotel,
clowns, cloggers and Deerbrook Mall getting them on board, | so wanted to be there. | had bought the bike
decorations and created my bike theme almost three months prior for the parade. Now all | have to do is
“tweak it” for next year. To all of you, many thanks for all the things you did for those precious children!

Marshall

Thank you note from
a Toy Run recipient



