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Summer is half over.  Now itõs time to 

worry about the real hurricane season! 

Donõt forget the First Aid/CPR class to be 

held on August 20th.  A sign-up sheet will be 

passed around.  PLEASE consider that this is 

an update.  If you have not taken this class 

before, or itõs been a while, it is suggested 

you contemplate a full class at another time.  

Also, if you are not in need of the class, think 

about attending Chapter X2õs annual gathering that same day at Bear Creek Park. 

Wing Ding was a big hit in Knoxville, TN.  It was still hot out there.  A little inside 

information: Wing Ding 34 (2012) will be held in Fort Wayne IN and Wing Ding 35 (2013) is 

scheduled for Greenville SC. 

I would like to offer an enormous òthank youó to the Hootõs for offering to lead this monthõs 

chapter gathering.   Anita and I are sitting on a cruise ship headed towards the inner passages of 

Alaska.  

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  S a m  

Special points of interest: 

* Chapter G on the Web: www.gulfwings.com 

* Texas District Website: www.gwrra-tx.org 

* Region H Website: www.gwrra-h.org 

* GWRRA Website: www.gwrra.org 
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GWRRA Gulf Wings Chapter òGó Newsletter is 

published by Chapter òGó Members. 

Disclaimer:  Articles, website addresses, maps, and 

cartoons express the opinions of the authors and 

do not  necessarily reflect the opinions of the 

Chapter Staff members or the membership.  Chap-

ter òGó (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-

racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-

dresses or cartoons submitted.  Chapter òGó as-

sumes no responsibility for the advertising con-

tent within this publication.  All warranties and 

representations made in articles, websites and 

advertising content are solely that of the advertis-

er and any claims regarding its content should be 

taken up with the author, webmaster, or advertis-

er.  The  Chapter assumes no liability with regard 

to its advertisers including errors of information, 

typographical errors, errors of omission, misprints 

or failure to place advertising in this publication 

except for the actual cost  of such advertising or a 

correction/retraction.  Under no circumstances  

shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or 

consequential damages, loss of business or ser-

vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise 

stated above. 

!ǎ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ нпΣ нлмм 

ммΣлрн ƳƛƭŜǎ   -   !//L59b¢ Cw99Η 

#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ' 
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"ŌŊ $ńŗňŖ 

!ǎ ƻŦ лсκннκнлмм 

EVENT NAME LOCATION DATES CONTACT PHONE E-MAIL 

Ice Cream Social TBA 08/13    

First Aid/CPR Valley Ranch 08/20 Sam Belinoski 713-557-4577 sam@samanita.com 

X-2 Birthday   

Party 
Bear Creek Park 08/20 Kurt Massey 281-858-0709 kurtmassey@sbcglobal.net 

Texas Honor Ride 
Fundraiser 

Host by: West Conroe 
Baptist Church 

09/24   
Website: 

texashonorride.org 

Progressive 
Dinner 

Several Locations 10/01 Sam Belinoski 713-557-4577 sam@samanita.com 

   Buy Now Buy Now Buy Now    Chapter G Ride Line:  281Chapter G Ride Line:  281Chapter G Ride Line:  281---469469469---880488048804   

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нр ŀǘ тΥол ǇƳ 

ŀǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ wŀƴŎƘ ..v 

.%84 #(!04%2 

-%%4).' 

Next Team Meeting, 7:00 pm  

Thursday, August 11 At Asian  
Buffett in Tomball on FM 249.  

 
Anyone is invited to join in the Team Meeting 

if you have any ideas you would like to share...  
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Rider Education 
 

 and I bet it has happened to you on more than one occasion.  We go out to fire up the 
bike, and itõs dying or dead.  Besides the dollars that are about to disappear out of your 
pocket, that battery has left you high and dry for a much anticipated ride. 

Did you know the life span of an average motorcycle battery is around 12 to 24 
months?  Only 30% of the batteries sold today will reach the 48 month mark.  In fact, 

80% of all battery failure is related to sulfation build up.  This build up occurs when the sulfur molecules in the electrolyte 
or battery acid become so deeply discharged that they begin to coat the batteryõs lead plates.  Once these plates become so 
coated, the battery dies. 

THE BASICS 

A 12-volt battery is not a 12-volt battery.  Twelve volts is just a nominal, convenient term used to distinguish one battery 
from another.  A fully-charged 12-volt battery, allowed to "rest" for a few hours (or days) with no load being drawn from 
it (or charge going to it), will balance out its charge and measure about 12.6 volts between terminals. 

When a battery reads only 12 volts under the above conditions, it's almost fully depleted.  Actually, if a battery's resting 
voltage is only 12.0 to 12.1 it means only 20 to 25% of its useful energy remains.  It's either a goner or it has been deep 
cycled, and a battery can only be deep-cycled a limited number of times before it is indeed dead. 

12-volt batteries supply useful energy only through a limited range -- from over 14 volts (when fully charged and unrested) 
down to 10.5 volts in use/under load (when lights dim, your motorcycle is hard to start).  No 12-volt battery will remain 
at over 14 volts for more than seconds unless it's being charged.  The lowest limit is 10.5 volts (used in testing) and obvi-
ously unsatisfactory in practical use. 

 

 

  
 

TTOO  SSPARKPARK   OROR  NN OTOT  TOTO  SSPARKPARK  
Motorcycle Battery Maintenance  

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƳŜΦΦΦ 

Continued on page 8 
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Okay, not THE Eden, but we did ride to Eden Café on Saturday, July 2nd.  It was 

promising to be yet another really hot day in Southeast Texas, so fearless leader Philip 

Blair decided to start out EXTRA early in order to get home before we all melted 

into our saddles.  Kick stands up at 7:00 a.m.!  We wondered if there would be any 

other early risers joining us on this trek.  Sure enough, the prospect of breakfast in 

Eden drew out the Chapter G faithful:  14 bikes and 18 people.   

Philip started the ride meeting with a little confusion as to 

where we were actually headedéMagnolia, Montgomery, one 

of those òMó townsé  After taking the required ribbing for that, 

we left Tomball and headed out FM 149 to Montgomery, then 

hooked over on to 

Hwy 105 for a short 

hop to FM 2854.  We 

rode FM 2854 to 

Honea-Egypt road, 

where we had a slow and twisty ride that landed us right at the 

Eden Caf®.  If you havenõt tried this restaurant, you should.  

Tasty breakfast plates at reasonable prices, and fresh squeezed 

orange juice ð yum! 

  We enjoyed a leisurely breakfast with a great group of friends, and the restaurant did a good job of get-

ting everyone served quickly ð impressive for a group that size.  We finished our meal around 9:30 and 

said our good-byes in the parking lot, then went our separate ways.  We missed the worst of the heat and 

got home early enough to enjoy the rest of the long holiday weekend  
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To Spark or Not to Sparké Motorcycle Battery Maintenance continued from page 6 

Maintaining Your Battery 

Tip: Check the fluid levels on each chamber. If any chamber is low, carefully top it up. Use only distilled or deionized water, NOT tap 
water.  Tap water has minerals in it that will not do the battery any good. 

The humble battery is a very common cause for motorcycle breakdowns!  Unfortunately, they are awkward to get to, and 
therefore do not get checked as often as they should.  A battery only requires a little monthly maintenance to perform per-
fectly.  Keep the battery charged to 100% such as recharging when the lights dim, the starter sounds weak, or the battery 
hasn't been used in more than two weeks. 

 

Other than that, follow this simple check list every month: 

è Check the electrolyte level 
è Top up only with distilled or deionized water, wear gloves and protective glasses.  Top up in a well ventilated aread 

and beware of fumes. 
è Keep the top free of grime 
è Check cables, clamps, and case for obvious damage or loose connections 
è Clean terminals and connectors as necessary 
è Check inside for excessive sediment, sulfation or mossing 
è Make sure the exhaust tube is free of kinks and clogs 
è Replace caps firmly  
è Finish up by testing the battery with either a hydrometer or voltmeter. To extend the service life of your battery, 

make monthly battery maintenance part of your routine. 
 

Use only distilled or deionized water, NOT tap water.  Tap water has 
minerals in it that will not do the battery any good. 

Storage can be hard on batteries.  In fact, non-use can leave them un-
able to hold a charge.  Store your bike in a place that is always warm-
er than 32 degrees.  If your bike is outside, remove the battery from 
your bike and store it in a location that is always warmer than 32 degrees.  This will insure that your battery does not 
freeze and crack. 
 
If you remove the battery from your bike, DO NOT store it on a concrete or metal surface.  Place the battery on a wood 
or other non-conductive surface.  Batteries stored on concrete or metal will discharge over time. 
 
Place a charger on your battery.  Trickle charge your battery at least once a month.  A battery that is fully charged will 
have a longer life and is less likely to freeze during cold winter weather.  

 

Charging Safety 

When charging conventional batteries, loosen vent caps and ventilate charging area. A buildup of hydrogen and oxygen in 
the battery or in the charging area can create an explosion hazard.  If the battery feels hot to the touch during charging, 
STOP.  Allow the battery to cool before charging again.  Heat damages the plates, and a battery that is too hot can ex-
plode.  
 
NEVER put the red sealing cap back on the battery once you take it off. If you do, gases will become trapped and could 
explode. 

continued on page 11 

¦ǎŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛǎǝƭƭŜŘ 

ƻǊ ŘŜƛƻƴƛȊŜŘ 

ǿŀǘŜǊΦΦΦ 
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Membership Enhancement 
By Erin Gilligan & Philip Blair 

Each month, every person who attends the Chapter 
Gathering will get a yellow ticket.  The lucky winner will 
receive a $10 gift certificate to the Valley Ranch BBQ.  

Last month½s winner was Gene Mings. 

Every participant in Chapter G is important to us.  Please let us know if 
you have suggestions or news you want to share with the Chapter.  Just 

contact us at erin@texascyclechrome.com.  We welcome your input!  

24 Chapter G Members  

2 visitors: Glenn and Pat Belunek  

Rick Fritz, winner of the  
 50/50 drawing  
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  �)�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���´�K�X�P�R�U���I�R�U���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G�·�V���K�H�D�U�W�µ 
story by Rhonda Rhea  

 

A Friendly Reminder 

F �U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�V���D�U�H���D���P�X�V�W���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q�������,�I���L�W���Z�H�U�H�Q�¶�W���I�R�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����Z�R�P�H�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�R���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�G�L�H�V�¶���U�R�R�P���D�O�R�Q�H�������$�Q�G��
�Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���R�I�I�H�U���D���W�U�X�W�K�I�X�O���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���D�Q���R�X�W�I�L�W���P�D�N�H�V���\�R�X�U���K�L�S�V���O�R�R�N���E�L�J�" 
 
 �,���K�D�Y�H���D���0�X�V�W�D�F�K�H���3�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���P�\���F�O�R�V�H�V�W���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�������,�I���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���R�I���X�V���J�R�H�V���L�Q�W�R���D���F�R�P�D�����W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�V���D�U�H���K�R�Q�R�U���E�R�X�Q�G��
�E�\���R�X�U���S�D�F�W���W�R���F�R�P�H���D�Q�G���Z�D�[���W�K�H���P�X�V�W�D�F�K�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�D�W�R�V�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�������:�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���O�R�Y�H���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�R�V�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V�� 
 
 �,���V�K�D�U�H�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���P�R�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�������6�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�I���X�V���Z�H�U�H���K�X�U�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���D���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H���E�D�E�\���V�K�R�Z�H�U������
�:�H���Z�H�U�H���K�X�U�U�\�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W�¶�V���W�R�X�J�K���W�R���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H���W�K�H���J�X�H�V�W���R�I���K�R�Q�R�U���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���J�H�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�\���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���J�X�H�V�W�V�� 
 
 �:�H�� �K�D�G�� �S�R�R�O�H�G�� �R�X�U�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �E�X�\�� �³�W�K�H�� �V�W�U�R�O�O�H�U�� �W�R�� �H�Q�G�� �D�O�O�� �V�W�U�R�O�O�H�U�V���´�� �� �,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �F�R�O�O�D�S�V�L�E�O�H�� �V�W�U�R�O�O�H�U�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
�V�W�U�R�O�O���W�K�H���E�D�E�\�����F�D�U�U�\���W�K�H���E�D�E�\�����V�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�D�E�\��--���P�D�\�E�H���H�Y�H�Q���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�H���E�D�E�\��--���,�¶�P���Q�R�W���V�X�U�H�������,�W���Z�D�V���6�W�U�R�O�O�H�U-�D�P�D�� 
 
 �,���W�R�O�G���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�V���W�R���U�X�Q���L�Q���Z�K�L�O�H���,���J�R�W���6�X�S�H�U���6�W�U�R�O�O�H�U�������,���M�H�U�N�H�G���L�W���L�Q�W�R���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���V�S�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�������8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\����
�D�E�R�X�W���P�L�G-�G�U�L�Y�H�Z�D�\�����6�W�U�R�O�O�H�U-�]�L�O�O�D���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���,���K�D�G�Q�
�W���I�X�O�O�\���O�R�F�N�H�G���L�W���L�Q�W�R���S�O�D�F�H�������H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�Q���W�K�H���D�I�R�U�H�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�L�E�O�H��
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H���������,�W���F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H�G���Q�H�D�W�O�\���L�Q�W�R���V�W�R�U�D�J�H���P�R�G�H�� 
 
 �,���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���J�L�Y�H���\�R�X���D���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���O�H�V�V�R�Q���R�Q���³�P�R�P�H�Q�W�X�P���´���E�X�W���O�H�W���P�H���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���,���K�D�G���D���O�R�W���R�I���L�W���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��
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