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Gene’s MusINGS 

 

Hello Gulfwingers, 
 
Hallelujah, the weather is finally going our way. I hope you 
have had the opportunity to get out in it, hopefully on your 
Wing. We have actually gotten 3 scheduled rides in without 
rain or undue cold. 

 
We are looking forward to the Region H rally and then on to 
our very own Texas District rally. I would encourage as many 
as possible to participate in these events. They give you the 
true flavor of GWRRA.  

 
Our own annual pilgrimage to Branson, MO. is on with          
Mr. Tom Rumney leading the pack. If you have never made 
one of these trips you are missing out. You still have time to 
get in on the fun for this year. 

 
May God Bless America and keep the rubber side down, 

 

Gene Mings 
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· Next chapter meeting: Thursday, April  22, 2010 
at 7:30 PM at Valley Ranch BBQ 

· Chapter G Ride Line: 
281-469-8804  

· Find Chapter G on the Web:  
www.gulfwings.com 

· Texas District Website:  www.gwrra-tx.org 

· Region H Website:  www.gwrra-h.org 

· GWRRA Website:   www.gwrra.org 

Chapter G 
Safe Miles  

as of  
March 15, 2010 

7,314  miles 
ACCIDENT 

FREE! 

Chapter Ride  
Departure Location 

GWRRA Gulf Wings Chapter “G” Newsletter 
is published by Chapter “G” Members. 

Disclaimer:  Articles, website addresses, maps, and  
cartoons express the opinions of the authors and 
do not  necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
Chapter Staff members or the membership.  Chap-
ter “G” (Chapter) is not responsible for the accu-
racy of any facts stated in articles, website ad-
dresses or cartoons submitted.  Chapter “G” as-
sumes no responsibility for the advertising content  
within this publication.  All warranties and repre-
sentations made in articles, websites and advertis-
ing content are solely that of the advertiser and a ny 
claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the author, webmaster, or advertiser.  The  
Chapter assumes no liability with regard to its 
advertisers including errors of information, typo-
graphical errors, errors of omission, misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication ex -
cept for the actual cost  of such advertising or a 
correction/retraction.  Under no circumstances  
shall the Chapter be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, loss of business or ser-
vices, or any other liabilities unless otherwise 
stated above. 

Your Chapter G Officers & Staff 
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Officers:  
 
Chapter Director: 
Gene & Barb Mings 
281-259-4438 
email: mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 
GWRRA # `171121 & 171121-01 
 
 
Assistant Director: 
Tom & Carolyn Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
GWRRA # 170081 & 170081-01 
 
 
Chapter Educators: 
Rick & Terry Fritz 
281-256-1801 
email: peppersnasco@sbcglobal.net  
GWRRA # 307833 & 307833-1 

Staff:  
 
Ride Coordinator: 
Tom Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Don & Deborah Clanton 
713-680-9577 
email: don.clanton@clantoncpa.com 
GWRRA # 292061 & 292061-01 
 
Email Coordinator: 
Tom Rumney 
713-856-6961 
email: trumney@tc-con.com 
 
Membership Enhancement: 
Anne & Larry Seal 
281-890-8771 
email: sealwithteal@yahoo.com 
GWRRA # 246032 & 246032-01 

Staff:  
 
Couple of the Year: 
Marshall LeGard & Linda Johnston 
281-550-5338 
mlegard@swbell.net 
GWRRA # 104498 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Kathy & Brian Norwood 
281-855-7285 
email: tarheelintexas@comcast.net 
GWRRA # 274300 & 274300-01 
 
 
Webmaster:   
Sam Belinoski 
281-469-5755 
sam@samanita.com 
GWRRA # 131632 



BIG DATES 
as of 3-22-2010  
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Event Name  Location  Dates Contact  Phone  E-Mail  

Region Rally Marshall 3/25-27 Gene Mings 832-671-8523 mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 

Branson Ride Conroe 4/10-18 Tom Rumney 713-865-6831 trumney@tc-con.com 

Ride for Kids  4/25    

Ride Leaders 
Unite Day 

Luby’s 4/24 Tom Rumney 713-865-6831 trumney@tc-con.com 

District Rally Killeen 5/6-8 Gene Mings 832-671-8523 mingsdynasty@sbcglobal.net 

The Editor’s Corner  

by Kathy Norwood 

So here we are, 5 days past the first day of Spring, and if you were anywhere near home, you know it was a 
wet and very windy day in southeast Texas!  Not exactly the perfect day for a ride!  But better days are here, 
and it’s time to think about those “perfect” rides before the scorching days of summer are upon us. So here’s 
my suggestions for this month.  
 

If you have lived in Texas for any length of time, you know this is the time to see the bluebonnets. Many of us 
most likely travel to Hempstead, Brenham and places beyond to do nothing but see the bluebonnets. So, take 
a ride towards the Hill Country and enjoy the small town ambiance of Wimberley. Wimberley sits on the banks 
of Cypress Creek and the Blanco River surrounded by the Hill Country. You ask, “What is there to do in   
Wimberley?  A few suggestions might include the 7A Ranch Resort where you can take a step back in time to 
the 1880s, or you might be more interested in visiting the Wimberley Glass Works where you can enjoy glass 
blowing demonstrations seven days a week. Looking for something a little laid back?  Take a leisurely stroll 
through the vineyards at the Driftwood Vineyards and taste some wine. Or if you are a fan of olives, you could 
visit the Bella Vista Ranch where they make olive oil and wines as well. And then if you still need a little help 
relaxing, venture on over to the Rough Creek Lavender Fields and have a photo taken while you cut your own 
lavender. Lavender is supposed to help you relax!! 

 

Had enough of Wimberley?  A short distance from Wimberley is Dripping Springs which is the home of New 
Canaan Farms. If you haven’t tasted their jams, jellies, salsas or dips, you have to give them a try!   

 

But if riding is all you have in your heart, there is a ride named the Bluebonnet Loop which starts near Austin, 
travels down Hwy 290 through Dripping Springs, turns onto 281 through Marble Falls to Lampasas where 
you'll pick up 580 down to 501 to Cherokee, back down 16 to Llano (where I understand there is excellent 
food!), and 29 back over to Marble Falls and so on. Total mileage for the ride is around 300 miles. So, there 
you have it. A ride that will keep you on the road for a while. If you get the Ride Texas magazine, the map for 
this ride is on page 61 of the Spring 2010 edition.  
 

Until next time, Happy (and safe) Riding! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Betty Killbuck                      4/25 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

None this month 

 

    

RIDES 
 

RIDE (Sam Belinoski)           4/3 

 
 

EVENTS 
 

Branson Trip                  4/10-18 

Ride Leaders Unite Day      4/24 

Ride for Kids                       4/25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 
Staff  

Meeting 

9 10 

11 
 
B 

12 
 
R 

13 
 
A 

14 
 
N 

15 
 
S 

16 
 
O 

17 
 
N 

18 19 20 21 22 
Chapter 

Meeting 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Please note:  Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time.  During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if 
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day.   Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you’d like to eat). 
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Please note:  Ride times do change so please check the Ride Line number (281-469-8804) to be sure of the ride time.  During periods of inclement weather, the Ride Line should be checked to find out if 
safety concerns have cancelled the ride for that day.   Monthly Chapter meetings start promptly at 7:30 PM (arrive early if you’d like to eat). 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 

2 3 4 5 6 12 8 

9 10 11 12 13 
Staff  

Meeting 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 
 

21 22 

23 
 
        

24 25 26 27 
Chapter 

Meeting   

28 29 

30 31      
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BIRTHDAYS 

  

Chris Dillon                          5/9 

Lynda Hoot                          5/9 

Teresa Cook                      5/10 

Larry Seal                          5/18 

Jim Cook                           5/25 

Don Roberts                      5/28 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Ricky & Mary Ann Bearb   5/12 

Rick & Terry Fritz               5/15 

David & Kim Lamb             5/18 

Vince & Patricia Falbo       5/30 

Lou & Linda Rucker           5/30 
 

 

RIDES 
 

 
 

EVENTS 
 

District Rally—Kileen            5/6-8 

Progressive Dinner                5/15 
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Branson   2010 Update 
 

The Chapter has decided to have our fifth annual Branson, MO trip this year in April.  Many in the 
Chapter have been to Branson, so you already know what a fun, clean, and patriotic place it is.  We 
plan to depart Saturday morning, April 10 and travel mainly back roads, probably through Louisiana, 
to end up after 400 miles in Arkadelphia, AK for the night.  Sunday we will travel the last 200 miles 
through beautiful Ozark twisties to arrive in Branson sometime in the afternoon.  Monday through 
Friday everyone is on their own to do shows, shop, ride in the Ozarks, just kick back, or whatever 
you desire.  The return ride will take place 4/17 & 4/18, probably through Oklahoma.  All are         
welcome to join us for all or any part of this trip.   If you want to depart Houston later or leave      
Branson earlier you are welcome to ride by yourselves or form small groups.  As of 3/15, it appears 
that we have 9 motorcycles and one automobile planning to make the trip.  As always, Carolyn and / 
or I are ready to answer anyone’s questions about the ride.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter G Company Store  

graciously operated by Jerry and Darlene Worley 

FIRE SALE on Old Chapter Merchandise 

Caps—NOW 

$10 each 

Short Sleeved T-Shirts 
NOW $15.00  

Long Sleeved T-Shirts 
NOW $20.00  

Polo Shirts 

NOW $15.00 

11 Caps 3 X-Large 

4 XX Large 

2 Small 

2 Medium 

3 X Large  

2 XX Large 
 

1 Small 

1 Medium 
 

 

NEW Merchandise in Stock 

Caps & Visors 

($10 each) 

Denim Shirts— 

Ladies-Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-Ladies 

Faded 

($25.00) 

Denim Shirts-
Mens—Faded 

($25.00) 
 

14 caps 

 

40 visors 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 Small 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

 Medium 

1 Large 

1 2X Large 
 

Denim Shirts—Men 
Dk. Blue  

($25.00) 

1 Medium 

1 Large 

1 X Large 

1 2X Large 
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Annual Blessing Ride 

On March 13, Marshall LeGard led Chapter G on its annual ride to Blessing in memory of Wayne 
and Stella Handley. This year, Carrie and Russ Sheldon, daughter and son-in-law of the Handley’s 
were able to join in the festivities. Overall, there were 50 participants including members of Chapters 
X, V2, G and the Blue Knights. Beautiful weather blessed this ride which helped with no incidents 
occurring on the ride. Below is a picture of those who had a great time! 

Proceeds for The Berry Bike Ride 
benefit the San Jacinto Day  
Foundation Scholarship and    

History Projects 
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MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 
by Anne & Larry Seal  

GWRRA No. 246032 & 246032-1 

 

“A Chapter G Welcome” to Our February Visitors: 

 
Maurice Benazeraf, Chapter X 

  

“Welcome Back” to our special G Participants: 

 
Buddy & Doris Garrison, who are Honorary G Participants, It was nice to see you both at the meeting! 

 

 “Get Well Wishes” are extended to …… 

 

Chris Dillon        Lou Rucker         Linda Kelley 

           Lois Roberts         Butch Blackmon        Bea Parr   

    Carolyn Rumney 

 
And to anyone we may have missed…. we wish you a speedy recovery as well! 

      

 “Our Congratulations” goes out to …… 
 

Our “2010 Couple of the Year” Marshall LeGard & Linda Johnston …..  We are all proud to have you both 
representing our Chapter this year as COY …. Congratulations!  

 

Our newest Staff position was officially awarded to Ernie Blankenship.  Ernie is now our Chapter Jester.  He 
was awarded the “Jester’s Cap” as a token of our appreciation for his wonderful timing and his great sense of 

humor! 

 

Kathy Norwood for winning the 50/50 drawing … and almost the vest drawing! 

 

“Congratulations” to our Newest Chapter G Grandparents: 

 
Susan and Terry Toye became grandparents on March 2, 2010.  They have their first grandchild, a beautiful 

granddaughter named Makayla.  Our congratulations are extended to you and the entire  family!   
 

** A Reminder:   Every participant in Chapter G is important to us.  Please let us know if you have an y sugges-
tions or “news”.  Just e-mail or phone any of the Off icers or Staff.  You will find the contact informat ion in our 
roster, on our website http://gulfwings.com  or in our newsletters.  It’s your Chapter and we w elcome your input. 
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                                                        The Challenges of Wind  

March roars in like a lion and out like a lamb.  I can still see images flash through my mind of John Belushi on 
Saturday Night Live as he did a commentary on Weekend Update on this old wive’s tale.  Here in Southeast-
ern Texas, March can roar in like a lion as Winter turns to Spring.  As weather fronts pass through, the wind 
can be a real test of our abilities as motorcyclists. 

In researching the effects of wind, I came across the following article written by Mr. David Hough, a long-time 
motorcyclist and journalist.   Considering our fond passion for the Goldwing, this piece not only explains the 
wind and its effects on a motorcycle and the rider, but addresses the fundamentals and safety considerations 
when encountering windy conditions. 

Sails 
A bike with lots of "sail" (for example, a tall windshield or a large fairing) is more susceptible to cross winds. 
The shape and location of the "sails" is just as important as the size. Remember, a motorcycle tends to roll 
(lean) around it's center of mass. ("Center of Gravity"). A crosswind pushing on the area below the CoG has 
less effect, because it's being resisted by tire traction. But wind blowing on the "sail" above the CoG is more 
able to push the bike over. 

We should expect that wind pressure on a frame-mounted windshield or fairing would push the bike down-
wind. What's not so obvious is that sails mounted on the front fork will apply a steering force to the front 
wheel. Steering forces the bike to lean, whether it is our hands pushing on the grips, or the wind pushing on 
the front fender. The relative position and shape of "sails" attached to the front fork, including fenders, fairings 
and windshields, will have an effect on how the bike handles in windy conditions. 

For example, a large handlebar-mounted windshield leaning back behind the steering axis might be more  
stable in calm air, but will steer the machine into more of a downwind lean in a side gust. A front fender with 
more "sail" ahead of the steering axis might actually steer the machine upwind   during a gust. Steering will be 
more neutral if a handlebar-mounted windshield is mounted in line with the steering axis.  

 

 

"Sails" mounted on the front forks should be balanc ed in line with the steering axis .  
 

A bare bike can theoretically be as stable as a faired machine, except that the wind tugging at the rider's arms 
will impart some unintentional steering input. For instance, a strong gust from your right will push your elbows 
towards the left, counter steering the bike into even more of a left lean. 

Rider’s Education 
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Saddlebags mounted no higher than the machine's Center of Gravity will be less likely to push the bike  
downwind. Bulky "sails" such as a sleeping bag strapped up high or a duffle cantilevered over the tail light can 
cause strange steering. 

 

Gear stacked high on the back will cause more insta bility than gear carried in saddlebags.   

 

A large, boxy "tail trunk" ("top box") is handy for carrying extra gear, but the combination of tail trunk and a 
passenger creates a large sail high up on the bike, and far from the CoG.  

 

A contemporary "touring bike" with lots of "sail" a bove the center of gravity will require constant le an 
adjustment in gusting crosswinds .  

 

Ergonomics 
The way you sit on the machine and reach for the controls (the "ergonomics") also has a dramatic effect on 
how well you are able to control the machine. For best control in difficult conditions, the rider should be 
seated on the saddle with torso leaning slightly forward, arms slightly bent at the elbows, and hands grasping 
the handlebar grips at a comfortable angle. Footrests located beneath the rider's center of gravity make it 
easier for the rider to brace against the tank and shift body weight from one peg to the other. 

What's not so obvious is that when you push on the handlebar grips, you use your legs to brace yourself. 
Cruiser-styled machines with forward-mounted foot pegs and high handlebars may look “cool,” but the        
ergonomics are far from ideal for steering a motorcycle. Sport bikes provide more   accurate steering control, 
but the lean-forward position can quickly strain shoulder and neck muscles. So, ergonomics are always a 
compromise between control and comfort. 

Consider that the ergonomics determine which muscles are used to lean the bike. Quick, powerful steering 
inputs requires quick, powerful muscles, like those in your arms. To understand this concept, lean your torso 
forward in your chair, with your feet flat on the floor. Stretch both arms straight  forward as if you were  

Rider’s Education (cont’d) 
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Rider’s Education (cont’d) 

reaching for some imaginary forward-mounted handlebars. Reach out far enough that your elbows are locked 
straight. Now, turn your imaginary handlebars a little to the left, and then a little towards the right, and think 
about which muscles are doing the work. With your arms locked straight, you must use your back muscles, 
right? And when you're pushing with your shoulder muscles, you're probably bracing with your legs, too. 

Now, pull your imaginary handlebars back towards you just enough that your elbows are bent slightly, and try 
steering left-right again. With your arms bent, you can steer with your arm muscles, which happen to be 
quicker and more accurate than the larger muscles in your shoulders, back, buttocks, or legs. 

 

Rider Skill 
Even if the machinery, loading, and ergonomics are perfect, a rider's balancing/steering technique has a lot to 
do with accurate control. Riders who consciously counter steer have better control and less frustration in 
windy situations than riders who merely think "lean", or who try to steer by shifting body weight. Counter 
steering is momentarily steering the front wheel opposite the direction you want the bike to lean. That is, to 
lean the bike right, you would steer the front wheel to the left. So, to lean right, press on the right grip. To lean 
left, press on the left grip.  

 

To lean the bike right, push on the right grip. To lean left, push on the left grip.   

When riding through strong winds, you must lean the bike into the wind, and that may require forceful pushing 
on the grip. For example, with a strong but steady crosswind from your left, pushing on the left grip will lean 
the bike left (upwind). If the bike drifts too far downwind, you need to lean it even more towards the wind. 
Pushing a little harder on the "upwind" grip will lean it over more and point back towards your desired line. Of 
course, when the wind suddenly decreases, or changes direction, you will need to quickly counter steer to 
whatever angle is needed to keep the bike within the lane. 

When riding through crosswinds, you may get some strange feedback from the front wheel. It may require 
more pressure on the grip than during a curve, since the contact patches are way over on one side of the tires 
even though the machine is traveling straight ahead. Just concentrate on counter steering to make the motor-
cycle go in whatever direction you wish, and let the tires swerve around under you. Many of us have ridden 
for miles through strong crosswinds, with the bike leaning over at a startling angle, controlled by firm pressure 
on the upwind grip. 

 

Gusting Cross Winds 

The most difficult situation is with strong gusting winds. Suddenly a gust slams into the bike, pushing it off on 
a tangent towards the shoulder or into the opposing lane. What's needed to counteract gusts is to get the bike 
leaned over quickly into the wind. And the way to lean a bike quickly is to counter steer forcefully, the same  
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tactic as you’d use to initiate a quick swerve around a pothole. If the gust increases, just push a little harder, 
but be prepared to push hard on the other grip to straighten up again as the gust passes. 

Be aware of the tendency to counteract one hand with the other. When you're pushing hard on the left grip, 
you may be stiff-arming the right grip without realizing it, and wondering why you can't get the bike leaned 
quickly. So, when counter steering, try to focus your energy on one grip, and relax your other arm. In other 
words, to lean the bike toward the right, push with your right hand, and relax your left arm. 

Since we can't see the air, it helps to have some understanding of what wind does around other vehicles and 
structures. Oncoming trucks can push a powerful "bow wave" towards you, or the wind may swirl around    
behind the trailer. Be especially wary of large vehicles approaching from upwind, and move as far away as 
possible to avoid the blasts. When you're about to exit a tunnel or cut between two hills, be prepared to 
counter steer into a sudden gust. 

 

Body Armor 
Armored gear is an important precaution for windy conditions. But gear that helps you avoid fatigue, irritation, 
headaches, or frustration will help you avoid accidents. Wear sensible riding gear that covers all skin, and 
keep everything zipped and buttoned closed. It's very important to wear your earplugs, because the wind   
velocity when riding into the wind generates noise levels way up into the injury range. That headache at the 
end of the day may be a result of wind noise. Most importantly, wear eye protection that keeps windblown grit 
out of your eyes. 

 

Homework 
The homework exercise for gusting winds is to practice counter steering ("push steering") all the time as you 
ride along. Approaching a curve to the right, consciously push on the right grip to lean the bike. Changing 
lanes towards the left, push on the left grip. Or, if the ergonomics of your machine have you leaning back and 
pulling on the handlebars as you ride along, try pulling both grips towards the direction you want to go. For a 
right turn, pull both grips towards the right. If you practice counter steering every time you ride, you'll lean the 
bike into sudden wind gusts without having to think about it.   

April 2010 Rider Education Article… Presented by Richard L. Fritz, GWRRA 307833 and Terry A. Fritz, 
GWRRA 307833-1 

Rider’s Education (cont’d) 

Let’s Try Something New!! 
 

Got a favorite recipe you want to share??? 
 

How about sharing it with your fellow Gold Wing members!! 

ALL CHAPTERS WELCOME! 
 

Send your recipe by email to Kathy Norwood at tarheelintexas@comcast.net  

and space allowing, it will be published in a newsletter edition soon!   
 

(If you prefer your name not be shared, your name c an be withheld) 
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281-447-3476 

10102 NORTH FREEWAY 

Jay Phillips -  Sales  281-447-3476 

Corky Farmer -  Service  281-447-0316 

Rob Ramirez -  Parts/Acc 281-447-6337 
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